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| | To the: (hriftian Reader. 


MN tie, is not toimake old 


SV any ones diſcontent, or. 
renew:any ones griefo, concerning 
the much lamented .death of this 
and Reverend Author; nor 
all we mention what great loſe: 

tho hn of God had in the death 
| of fo uſeful and hopeful a Miniſter: 
- | Buri we ſhall ina few words ac- 
- ot thee” why this little piece is 
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D Ur purpoſe in publi- 
$ ſhing his fmall Trea- 


S ſores bleed, or foment | 
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| The Epijtl 
-|take notice, that whatever Sermons 
of this Author ſhall be thought fic 
to be publiſhed-+, ſhall be attefted 
/with ſome-of our hands, who are 
intruſted with his Papers, and hope 
none will be ſo injurious to the Au- 
thor and: others; as to preſume to 
print anything of Mr. Love's with« 
out the ſaid Atteſtation. 

 :; Thou: haſt here but the marrow 
{and ſubſtance of the laſt Sermons 
preached by. that late faithfull Ser= 
vant | of God. © Pulpit+repetitions 
and colargmentsare here omitted, | | 
 wehaving) endeavoured toaccoms | 
 modate' thee- in the price in buying, 
and im thy pains 1n =INY ,/; that 
thou -might{t: have inuch- frat, 
thuugh «there ' be-not many leaves. || 
Thoſe bookes.-are: beſt: that-have || 
| mach; worth: and, weight.inalittle 
bulk, and ſuch is this1f we miſtake || 
Br. on P500mfy 5603 9377] 
i>-Fhe Reverend: Author y though | 
had.notattainedmany:yeecrs, yet | 
ze had (gotten-much experience a- || 
{bout ſonl-affairs: Theſe were his 
 [laſtMeditations;,/ and therefore the | 
|moregefired/by,,! and ,wehope will |. 
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' | whoſe ſouls his Miniftry.-was-profi-: 
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| | ſent Governours, (the uſual,though 
| | the moſt, unjuſt; cha 


{ {licentiouſneſſe of, this Age,..which | 


nao, we —__ 


to theReager: 
be the more. acceptable to thoſe, to/ 


table and-precious. T hou wilt finde 
here no. new, uncouth,and unſcrip- 


| turall expreſſions, but plain pradis | 
| call Doctrine; old Divinity;lound, 
| ſolid ;;- | and! .conſcience-ſearching 


truths. The! gracious Author; prea: 
ching and. refling them,on-:the 
hearts of his hearers ,' from. his own 
experience of them. - Neither. wilt 
thou meet; with: any rathngs;0fre+: 
proachings of the puþlick-and-pre-. 


{tus againſt the | 
Presbyterian Mmniſters, {This whole | 
diſcourſe. is not about! Sthte. 7; but | 
Soul-affairs, which is another.reaton | 
why 1t. is. publiſhed, -toicheck.; the| 


hath ſurtetted uponabſurd-andun- | 
profitable Pam phlets.,'.The Lord 
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tatiors,and Church-difſenſions , ſpixi- 

tual truths lie by.negle&ed, It s| 
to. be feared the Work of Grace 

fewenquireintg 


on but flow! 
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give thee to/have thy ſpiritual /erſes | ev. 5,14. 4 
exerciſed, to diſcern both. good and evil,;| _ 
'But alas ! What between State-mu- |" 
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| their Soul:ſtate. But to enquire ins 
|o\wr fpiritual eſtate is the 
| danlity inthe world. If we are tbb 


| tiligemt to know the ſtate'f 
| gewoe: to Know how- it-is with our 


| benefit and 


he. 


. We beſeech you take bined ofborh 


| riouſnefle to your own 


| Plants 3 mn” Chriſts Orchard, a weak 
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then ſurely we ſhould! give at ati 


precious : and immortal! ſ6als, 'The || 

ofit of this ſoul-ſeur: 

ching, willabuadantly recom pente ||. 

our phe and care in YORI | 

it.” | 
- There are two- "_ miſt.kes to 

which the beſt Chriſtians: pe 

OP HT: 

ix. Either todelpiſe and diſparage 
the work pf grace, ifrheirmen- 
 ſuresbe ſinall.: ' 

2: Qrelſ&;if their attainmenr3be 
ſolnewhar -confiderable , to lir | 
down contented with their aC- 
quired'meaſures, 


theſe evils ;; Thich are both alike; | 
unthankfulnefſe to God, and inju- 
ſoul, the one | 
deſpiſeth the truth, and the other 
neglects the Growth of Grace, 

[If thou art one of the tender 


__ Lamb 


1 . |= 0 to do ena 
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| 10 0 Ready, | 


Llinb in his Flock, x Babe in his Fa. | 
y, yet Oh, deſpile fiot'rhe day of 


"thing ris My ents r Mgt thy 
| ifes de few, & th 

Yet tread norout y- 6 ;leheſ ſhow 
ir z bs e% amt 
" [+7 Ach ond wht work 
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rerfo@, und his grace utthawyga 
[1 | 19h6' 164ll bring /oeh Judgemttht | werto 
| | o3&o0rg, Sleight not the leuſt ceafiire 
" [] | bf price: the firſt and-tuder 
J aaght be ut draws on thy ſouls, 
mforted in this, tharthe 


ded #eale. jc epall ſorrow, feigned = UE © 
mility , may taks apo 1.374. 
Qureof a profefſor, abrhe fo e917: 58f 
| a 
without the power - butt] "ef 
istrue Grace that makes #true Chii- | | 14.1 
ſian. Common ifts and grzces may, ' >, 11 "BI 
bring a than ni heaven ; ;/ but they Yar 
will never bring a man th f: 
Will way 


This Treati *h efore 
| thee to thy gf 
totich-ſtone: £is ohe of 'th# 
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conſiderations thatcan (ertle onthe 
{omg rm? ane 009% how: 
A Forma F CriIte MAY. .goe: 
= his;ſeem 
and how. es AFC. chi 

| wards, 

and ye ar ey 
fall thingtochink. how > ag 
feſſors in our.Aage reſt ig. dutics, pore 
formed,and parts ac 
"= examine themlic| | 
arein the faith, "nd have attah 

my that true Grace, jw! hich R. epro- 
bates and.. hypogrites; Pan, BEKEr 


have) ;Wharaek + $4 Tk So 
IG > Fparaoh c 

his ſings dbeb faſting, ,*. San! weeping, 
| © Jehu nirmns Judas repentiug aut 


reſtoring ,.* believing, 
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b Herodr8jofcing, _ Felix trembling 
at the Word,and mat not one of theſe 
had'one ht of Grace, How carefull 


aſtate gra ry 
ſag to vr hore of — that fall | 
ſhort As. for. the moſt 
_ flor of our. times, it is 

much 
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much. I their ſpiri- 


tuall tradin lies more 


cxeaſ of gi and parts;\(in which 


' | bratherly-kindweſſe pita 
| £FACes. wy be-its you and. abound, 


LY 


_ 
\ 2h 
| <ntaptionapares ſeth TOUT. "Or- 
a oh more | - 


| wer twe knowle, 
Femp er antce,au 


their Religion con _P then: or 
Grace; which.is the Hry6realon why | * 
we have ſo. little truth.agd-peace as 
us.;: for parts. pufie up. the 

ride begors cppfentl 


mer timeshad 
Grace} leile e: elle know 


pep: {93 


£15 
dge-and mark 


upon ood Saripture-grontds canſt 
is uihaft-the truth of Grace; | Jas 


\ayt 
| Dor che thenafter growthin Gra#. Oh | 
| ſons ofa whilltothersarej oyfts 


Po Pe ©, and lay 4 ela.1o 
fe till - bep laced aloneint 
of the earth, 4k you Giverall diligenae 
to adde toi yanr-faith wentue; audits: 
,and to.yorr knowledge 
| fo; your Femperance Þa+ 
taenge, aud f0-patience odlineſſe, and 
to godlinalſe bratherly-kindneſſe, and th 
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thet 
e. neither barren nor mnſrait- 


jul 


for the; 8s |. 


I, If- thou art ao t; thoſe, "that mm 


that theſe | 


[fa 5.8. 
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| fat is the” Kowledge of on" Lord 


No Chriſtian ſhould <omrent him- 
ſelfe with any meaſutes bf Grace | 
is like tb wake uſe 
| ofall the y#zce he hath, had he a Bens. 
jibviny portion. The firhe is ow! | 


_* [uttained;' for 


| ſhall neither damp nordatken 
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win found ſhi joon 
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Jew 


ting wi en'qone dram | 
will be of mbre wo 
world, Fhe'tomforts 


true 
kv all #151 
"tht 


gw” ahd phiic# uf Wenn will be Cor- 


dials to you when ou-us dyi ing 
and will fer'ep ſac hk #light ths 
ſoule, which ths fliadow of death 


alas /Mmoſt men are laboaring, more 
after wealththeu faith , more after 
greatneſſe- in the world' then true 
efof whom when they die it nay 
They had lajd wp goods for many 
Jeers 1 Putl it cinnot be ſaid, In them 
 $owards the 
Cord.” Met doe uſually lay up pne 
for a deare yeere, they'l ay, 
know not what need t y ihiay tive 
before they come to die: Bethen as 
wiſe and' provident for your preci- | 
ous ſouls.” Your tntipeations and 


trials 


[Bat 


| : 
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A 


"eoihs Readers” 
wrials EE es car jou way 


ence. Fate (ſaid the he Angel to Elijah) 
| for the journey ws long. It is no ſhort 
way to Heaven, nor 1s the oppohi- 

tion ſmall thou pote withall 
[in thy paſſage thither. Oh then ger 


|thy ſoule well ſtored with ſpirituall 
proviſion of grace.and the comforts 


7 Iris rug  thy-lafery i Sin _ 
DR thy comfort ſtands in 

= ren daftivity of thy gra 

CES. eake Grace'is ſaving ey 


{ſtrong Grace is comfortable; af 
| grace al be rewarded with heaven, 


048 hbiven® Theltaft true grace 


'mors Gra tHon: 
and ſurer thou wilt 


The: Lord make thefe;agd all the 


"Ito, his Chur e, therefore, tbeloved| | 
ſeermg you FRATSTY, 4 ey? before, 


| [beware leſt ye alſs, being led away 
, | with the errour of the wicked fall, from 


[your own ſtedfa eſtneſſe. But grow in 


Lord 


growth of ce Gorhas were.an-| i 
wil bring thes to Heayen , bats the| | 
the | fitter for, |! 


| 
of Heaven. || | 4 


labours of his ſeryants profitable |. 


_—__, and in the knowledge of onr | 
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part of 'the 13. verſe. | 


| — ci in him there is found ſome 
good thing towards the Lord God of 
"Urael is the houſe of Jeroboam. 


THis Chapee $oopoacs na in it M0 
jabs Pro e, foretellin 
OY Dy rs b ern hol fa 1 
LE} Tereboam and his » for 
© © his1dolatry in worſbip, andde- 
feftion from rheGovernment and houſe of 
David.For which fins God did deſtroy bin and]. 
bir poſterity : and not only che bad,>but the, 
g50d were puniſhed/for their fathers” guilt. 
For ſo it is intimaced in this verſe, out of | 
which the Text is taken.” Hete was a young 
mans Teroboar's fon that ſhoald die for the 
Fathers fault z and yer here wasa mirigation 
of the puniſbmene,that he ſhould nor die af- 


ter the [ſave rtiannerthac the reſt did Fe ſbo7 | 


| gor't0 bis gravein peace, ws gr para 
found (ru. peer : Behold: the gr 
of Gad ! alittle good in him 
God takes tcl ofche Sera 


| 11 reps mrs ooh 
1% houſhold; tir had ſome good) 
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in him commands the Lord God of lrxel 


In the #hob werle; eve phe. 
" I. Alamentation for the death of this fon | 


of Ferobgapr kig-laid; af Tſe! ſball 
=—_ bigs, a ſothey did, v. IT! 
ch argued there was * 

in in ble; for bad notbeen deſired 
'. and prized v ite he Hived,, he wn 

ARNE DIIIN chiþy 
, | Aliaiſtacion of his'pu x; 
only of agrees! faraily| ſhall comers 
the grave, thereſ of his 
died in the City, dog vp prd rear 

kim char et the fel, hog he 

fowlesof the ayre devoure. verſeFT. 
Il. The commendation of his 1 anbim 
was found: ſome good, tc. (ofchis Iam 
now to treat.) 
He is commended by the Holy Gboſi;for 
| his goodnefle is ſer forth. 

1. By the quality of his goodnefle;it was 
2 goodthing, nota good word only , or a 
good purpoſe or inclination , with which 
| *00 many content themſelves , but it was a 
good aRtion. 

2. By thequantiey of it; it was but ſome | 
inle good thing chat wanfoundin himyand | 
yet that lictle good God did noz __ or 
Overe 

3- By che ſincerity of his goodiielfe; 
as two notable demonfirations this , 


| | py ns toentryiethe AS ; 
| ; "I 
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is,6 befor * Gedand 


Faber. Many 


| evaoe fo towrzeds Godto.by rich indeed, 
| wanddettertmeaet pls mg tance js 
C : ths bs is unbl+! 
le indeed that ns > "od of offence t6- 
ward: God, as well as towards men. 
I 2:He was: GENT: _ 
wicked man may ſeemegood in a 
place, but tobe goodin a badplaceargues 
| men tobe good ned To be good in Pa» 
vid: houſe,this was not ſo muchzbae for this 


Joam his father, whom the Scriptare brands 
for his Idolatry,that be made #ll Ff# ael to fir 
and y (of 000708 wrey a9 ey pac this 
argued he was ſincerely good:as it 

x ayuracdr to be in Sedom ; &y of 
ood in Chaldes andto be Saiuts 


good towards men,who | 


man-to be good in the houſe of Fare | 


þ 2Cor.1> 


I9. 
Gal-1.20. | 


I 21 
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pairto Teraſalemtoworſh 


did hinder the ſouldiers to kill them! and 


ave rheor paſſcs.eo go to Jerw/elem to wore 
ipGod,nd -— nat oe 
wa IP 


| Bd forthe the true wo cs and. 
| fer up Calves ar Pon 'and | 
Ocherschin kehe oodiiel of this young. 


- __— m 


Vw _— "= 


«theScriprare hath not a gat we 

| have notaneate to hear, and ' therefore we 

_y not undercake ro determine:what: the 
oy” hath not determined; - 


| which ſhall deducefrom the ſeverall cirs 
' cumſtances in the text, and but name ſome 
1 ofthew; Fromthe conſideration thar this 
| good Abijabdied : ; 
| Good men, and whofull, and bijeftallinfire: 


yp ary pb = + 


: li 
jor ls ve ſong apen 
+ am nba Frets ighs 


ded Souldiersx0 incercepr them:this 4bijab 


ingnoc- | 
© of his father, who |. 


| = Toftarw and P; Martyr-afficme from the 
| Hebrew Rabbins, char when the Jews of the 
ten T cibes did on their = "ran tines. res || 
according to the | 
cotnmand of Ggd , 'and Ferobozw comman'\ 


| 


Prince wasin this; that he woald not con- | | 
| fent tohis farberinrakingawaythe govern! 
Gene fromghe houſe of Davie1; bur where - 


here'are' many collaterall oliivitinad Y 


ong, his good fonne | 


a 
96 . 
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T che cher not ſo ſoon as Lilies and Roſe, te | 


"—afwrent degrer | 


may be taken our ofthe world,of whom the 
world is not worthy, and 


mayliveto be «| 
. From t 


ood 0979.19, (£1127 

al the ſins of theie] 
on Hom lower | 
bs hopeſy young man rve 
That good men who bave been, - and mi 


furtber uſefull 31 heir Hverg ſhould be: 
mented aff d:ath.; they thatbave 


' | fired, ſbould die lamented. - / 
5.From theſe words, be ſal go toi grave | 


in times of war aud common eala 


He was good towards Gad z 


chey remaine be- 
hind, who are -noc wort y Ton ik 
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why this gracious mn rm 
ahi rry Edi, 


childres. or wells had way be tute S |. ; 
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| young people : Inge eng men 
Jas 
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Ta Tnndeobande | 
From the age of this ſon of Ierehoamwho 
is here cominended for his goodnefſe, ic is 
faid;be war a:chitde, ver(. 12. Whence it may 
be obſerved, 
It is very commendable to and pwn in 


men, iis 
very com 

There were many 11 WP men in that time 
bat. tobe good fo foon as 4Abijeb was, when 
he was a child, the Scripture _— this ro | 
his praiſe. 
3.1 ſhall hew you that it is i GESVRG 
bleiching to ſee young men good men. This | 
I prove, 

Firſt, Breauſeche Scripture makes very 
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honoarab{emention of young men 


the Lord framibis yourbe And it is recorded to 
the honour of i Timothy that be hnew the holy | | 
Scripturrs from achjld. Terome conceives that | 


; | Tobt-was themnoſt k beloved difciple;becauſe 
| | he wasthe youngeſt ofall.1God dos the | 


ri of exer y-uth.God takes more kindly | | 
e kindneſſe if ater youth then of our age. ' It | 


was matter of joy unto Tobn, that he found | 


n child-en-mulking in the truab. 
EEE ay 
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| » when [1 
good meng as firſt of Obadiab, b that be feared | 
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canſe their eewpracions are more; and chete 


affeRions are ftronger to carry thett trom 
God's youth” bath a ftonger aptitude and 
rodlivity to'finnechen any otherage, their 
Food ſooner Ritr'd 


—Hhyry fing fo every age of a nan life ; 
18 peeviſh and caverous; middle age 
,malicious and revengſnt;young mer 
are ufally raſh, lufifa] and yotaptuous;and 
therefore Paal bids © Timothy fly all youthful! 

73 and therefore freeing yourh is expoſed 


bk many temptations, and ſabje@ co fo 


'] miliy corrapeions,-—it is rare to fee young 
men good: | 
| | * Oh thin beexhorted you that are young, | 


ro become religious betimes;and to quicken 


| you hereunto, Conlider. .. | 
r. If you be not good inyour youth, you | 


cart never uſe the Plalmilts arguments, Coft 
me nt off O Lord in thetime fed old age, for 
ſahe me not when my ſtrength faileth, v, 9. — 
and his'argument = _ before, v. 5. for | 
thow art my bype, av an from 
farth , and who Et be 6b br =" 
argument on his death/bed? 

2. Gotiſider, there are recorded in S 
cure many young men that 


dup eo choler , and | 
their ſtrength to.Jaſt, As every relation hath | 


02 Tim.3- | 
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© Grate with its. 
Iobn a young Apolile Timothy a young 
preacher, and here Abijaba young Prince 3 


and all theſe were ga3d men, and are recor: | 


ded for our. example and incouragement. 
3- Conſider,that God in the diſpenſations 

of his grace beſtowsic upon young men,and 

paſſeth by the elder- Thas Abe! the younger 


was righteous, and Cain wicked ;. Icob the 


younger brother loved;and Eſax hated; Thus 
Davidche youngeſt of Iefſes ſons,and yet the 
beſt of them, and the choſen of the Lord. . 
God doth. many 'times do. as Izcob did 
when he bleſſed che children of Joſeph, he 


| 


tablow or | 
al 


aking to thy heart, when thou lyeſt on thy 


" | thee when old;and ma 


abruiſe-to thy conſcience in thy yourh, 


[ng feel this in chy old age. 
ofe fins which now thou-feeleſt not, 


maybe-a trouble ro thy conſcience, and an 


bed; And though God donor remeber 
the fins of yaur- youth to damne your ſouls; 
yet hemay make you remember them fo as 
to be a trouble co your conſciences, * Thele. 
things which are the-joyeaof youth,may be | 
the bitter burdens of old a ages Take heedot 
laying a loade on thy con hoy. thou | 
art young,left God write —_—_ things 
BA fans 


vith 1Þe ones of | 


—_ and fil thy bone 


le. 


when young, : are* wicked when they 'are 
oung > ſuch as fill their youck with: mani: | 
fold evils. Uſually'yauth LOW to theſe 


evils : 


muſt not bes young Ru vices, hf be be Ghedup 


wib pride, 
{2 Raflneſſe and indifateiion.le alually 
the lin of a young head. Exbart young men 


(faich Paul on Tiim Titus to be foberrminded, to be 


"A Ahcond uſe of reproofe ofewo forts &f| Wn 
Firſt,Of thoſe who'inſtead af being good| , 
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| - 3; Luſifulnefſe,which wax the groundof 


Pan/'s caution'to young Timothy. If Timarhy, 
who way ſoabſtemious aman,thar Pex} gave 
him advice to drink ſome wine with bis water, | 
had need of this caution , how.much moge | 
have they that are not ſo exerciſed in duties 
of-mortification ? Whichi:gave Solomon 
ground co give that counſel, Pit amay the e! 
wils of thy fleſp, for childboo:'and youth are va: 
nity. He was a young man that followed tiie 
hartot to hee houſe, - | 
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1:4: Ficklenefſe and enkrintadool ge 
ment 3 andyhercfore intimes of 'exroury 


[ierr= 


ſorvare moſt ſubie to be ſeduced; 
arstofſed to and fro with every winde 
| of dorine ;_ the hebrew calls a young man 


| W2, which icomes from 12, and. fignifies 


to toffe ro and fro, intimaring that they ave 


in| anſecled and unſtaied in their judgements 


and reſolutions.” How foon was the minde 


'2* | of that rich and forward young man thaw 


ged; mentionediin the Goſpel? . © 
5. Toſcoffe andcondemn the aged; they 


* >] were.childrenwho did mockthe aged Pro- 
| phep;; the yoltig men derided Fob. 


6 Senſual pleaſures and paſtimes,—they 
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1: That ith 8 


oung man-whilf he ſeerhed to beunder the 
akthooof Febojads,but when he was dead, 
how did he break our. wal 
How many arethere in the world, who 
have loft their affe&ion and debres after 
God, which they hadin clicir youch? le'was 
a brand fetupon Solomon,who;though when 
young, well caught by bis methir; yet when 
he grew old, | his wives/ wrned/ awayhis 
heart from God.So Pevjd had his firit days | 
which were better then his laſb ' © Even fo a- 
mongſt us, NIP ay wa wade 
Were | ve Religion, , 

in Ordinances, and »jhew-they Becaive 
ENEANAS the: ſincerity; of their. 
| rhe char is traly goodin youth 

will be fo in his old age- + 33 
A ſecond remarkable ciecarmſtanceis this, 
that this youtg Hbijeb was good in the baſe 
of Jerobram. Whence 'obſerve ': 2% 


at commendation for men to |- 
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Phil.4. 22» 
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| So Abrabem when he was in Gergr,and Iſaac 
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moregiven to1dolatry thea all the Cities of 
Afis, and yet there were ſome that beld faſt ube 
name of Chriſt, and did not deny hus faith:tobe 
a 'Saintin Ners's family is very commend- 
able. | 
And the reaſon thereof is, «| 092 
1. Becauſe many of -Gods children have 


failed, and abated much of their goadnefle 
in bad places. How did Peter fall in the High 
| ® / | ' - , 
| Priefts Hall; though when in good compa: 


ny he was zealous, yet there he deniedChriſt 


alſo, denied theit wives : ſo Joſeph in Pharsr 


| b's Courtzandiearn'c the Court-Oathy"to;{- 
ſwearby the life of Phar aob HenceGod com | | 


mands thechildren of Ie! ,, notto mixe 
themſelves with:the Heathens, 7eſt they learn 
their manners and cuſtoms. Bad places are like 


' [| bad aire for zealeto breath in; as ſheep a- 
- || mong briars loſe part of their fleece ,- ſo 


good men in bad company loſe part of their 
-goodnefſe.As one ſcabbed ſheep may infeR a | _ 


| whole flock {o,one root of bitterneſs ma 
1 fpringup and gdefile many. 


2, Reaſ.Becaulc it is acleer evidence of the 
fincerity ofa mans goodneſs;to be good in a 


' | bad place. This ſbews thy grace to be grace 
bi; _— when thou haſt diſcouragements'to 


then art holy; this is ademon- 


' tration that thou artſincerdlygood ; and 
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| bad, and to be beſt wave: 
ableneſs of ſaving grace 3 grace makes a man 


| eeleun pren y- (which is che 


| che grace 
| comparioa Avail che waret imche ſale ſe | 
anno \tnakethe fiſh alr:ſoall the wicked * 


| his goodneffein hb Corio 


| ob, Nebemiab inthe Court of Artaxerxes, 0: 
_ 1|badiab in Absb's Court, Daniel in Nebuchad- 7 
| vezz.ar7;the'Saints in Nero's houſbold, and | 


|-me arr becauſe Tom a mat of qrelun 


N — —— 


©ivmott excelfentcobe gor gft the 


From hence earn the power-and anlooſe- 


good in the worſt times 3 ler a man be caſt 


temptation.) ef av he ſhall nor loſe his 
true grace is to oyle; now | 
Soy! into a veſſel of water, andthe oy! 
will not mix with the water;bur will lie on | 
will ſwim uponthe water of 


" world :cannot change thenacure of 
a good man like the'fiſh retains his 

obls in bad places; na t9h retained 

edPhars. | 
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unclean eamverſutiongs iP 
Hence we may garbr tas 6 ur ty, F 
the more bed the place or family is where || 
dwelling,the berter and | 
| ſhould labour to begyou || {c 
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mouths of adverſarics,allureand win others ||| 
Phil.2- 15: | to.imabrace-C — Wi muſthe ||| 
wr vent chrome 3  Syroof God mithiee | 
rebuke,in a crooked and perverſe na 14 
_— near i ak -invhe ||| 
in adark night;& |} 
forpagnres  wbay warner mt-yh "Io | 
{ the fire of thy zeal barn bocraſt in cold time, 
herpes rug renner 
certainly it is avain'plea for mento 
Rog grarm rn ednels, becduſe they live in| 
Hog aeamar oper we wen ig Arte | 
| his lie by be at Gerar. Seneca blames men | Þ} 
of laying' mage won. gee rt 
i- | place whezethey live ; I am riot nef\amkitien hy 
aw 0b Prep tos 
otherwife. 4 ta coſtly and rich Ap: 
x pas Lf when T am.at Rome. ltis 
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lng che not'tobe inbad places and com || 


the decaftims vers; but r. Perkins gives this: 
ſenſe, To bate bad company, and he ſaith,it al- 
1 lades ants the Ceremonial law , That if | a 


rr bad 2 wk of 4,g8 mens any 6 
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| Not RE with anOxe ard an Aſſe E together | 


dureAobadn hee? pots yore; tho ahits; (ay | 
| Divines) ton _ Prople 2oms wrt | 
maſt wot tagetbey. oaght | 
occaſionally meeezogerther ; nuke ta 
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as an unc}can Creact {2 And the | 
s oe of the clear; beats; andthey 


wickedeſ man alive,”commerce is | 


not torbiddewut our joyning withowic 
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- | carry away ſome good withhim; 
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| goedto the Lond God of COPD even ads of 
| of Terob . 


| — Becim' ein him there is found ſome 
| good thing towards the Lord God of 
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lawthl co beinbeda 
calion calls; but ic is 


{ be deſtroyed. Ag5man makin a ſhop © 


Cyr: 
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whom thou mayeſt get ſome good; bur iff 
God ſboald cat eheoines hook like the} 
family of ,imicate good Abjjeb,of 
whom it isfaid; That in bins war found 
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ace, which be works in the brarts of bis own 
7h 


acloud of teſtimonies to 
| poine.Our Savjour Chrilt ſaid, | y 
thatbe wil not bres breiſedreed,nor quench | Mat 12.20 
the ſniking flax. Obſerve, it isnor laid; the | 
| frong Oak ſhal noe be broken, hur the bras 
$| ſd reed {hall not bebroken 3 nor the light "Y 
| and flaming torch, wy. the ſmoking flax, (bal | 
{not be quenched, , Where # 
4 ob but liccle fire, gw much ſmoke of | 
| iofirmity, yet Chriſt will not quench ic, 4. e. 
| he wilkcherifh it; here is the | hs Aftioſas, 
here is lefſe ſpoken then intended. He 
will be fo far from quenching, that he will 
cheriſkthe ſmoking flax ; as in another place 
God is ſaid, ny be will not deſpiſe. a broken [ 
begrt, i. e He will highly eſteem it. 
Salammn ſpeaks of the fig-tree putting 
4 | forth her green figs, andche Vine with her 
vel | tender grapes gives a good ſmell, that j8, the 
q |lictle meaſure and-weak beginnings of grace 
4 | in young Converts,do pleaſe the Lord Jeſus 
4 | Chriſt,and are as a ſweer ſmel jn hignoftrils. 
of | Again,Chriſt Caith, Lee wr ſee if the vine flo | £414. 
| riſh,wbetbey the nnder gr pe appear,undthe PF}. >» 
of | 2427 nate bud forth, The green bads arexe- | - | 
[tne by Cri as-yell as the ripe and| 


In x of the DoQrine; I ſhall endeas 
res clear theſe rwo things; 
[ 


.. 2 
Wy 
b | [- 
0 Frm cn wag HU ple herein 6 
, ” o » : 
p#+ 
3 " 
: wo FR. Fs 
- "I A 
. A þ % 
4.4 l 
n 
. N 4 »s 
= Wt.” 


7 S "a. === ſome 


: | Ok 


— 


%\ 


=_ 


[ Queſt. 


Lo Anſw, 


{Rom.15.1 


[£ xCor-y.t | 
x Joh.2.14 
@Ha:61: 3. 


Nw 12,20 
nt-1.3, 


i Joh} 21. 
64 16,19. 


-, Hy l-44 


— 
"7& 
nc, PANE ERE PUIN 3: 
—_ we” ul " = d — 
4 4 


Plat. :92-12 | L 


"Ire witbis. 


"2, Thoagh there be burn lteele grace,yer 
- God will regard and reward it. - 
1. Thar fore of Gods prople have but a 
| Hire grace, —ayebutthe opianiugy ex 
wrought iti their ſouls. 
in the handling whereof are three thi 
1. Thetruth'6f the Propofidion may | 
made good from che Scriptures. | 
2, Twill lay down hots © = | F 
EP ſich as have” +=" me 
grace Wrought in chem it 
3, And then ſhew'why God in his wif | | 
dom will nor ſuffer hn peple ob to og 1 
of an equall ftrengeh an 41; 
races | t 
1, How doth'it appear that ſom: of God; op 
ple ere but weak in grace ? | 
x, By the different namesand cites thatare 1 | 
given unto Chiriſtians in holyScriprares,ar- | 
guing they are of different” meaſure and 
growth in grace. 1. 7 Some are called flow 
men, and others weake ' 2. Somearecall 
t Babes 'in Chriſt , and others called y rown | | 
.' 3.Some are called # Trees +f R ; 
*h Plants of rerowngthat g'9w like Cedars in | | 
ebanon :Others are but a reed.Some 
are x Kitle is Chriſt flock, canon ih. : 
thers are & tbe He=Goaty | 
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I Baker in Chriſt. 


| and ature in man; the Holy Scripture 


* rv 
ofage , ſirength, 
ex- 
{aly ſets down all the different degrees of 
grace, under the fimilicude of che different 
ages of men. 
© x, There isa: z forming of Chrilt in che 


at and natural di 


| | heat, and fo a ſpiritual conception. 


e that are bacnew*born 


»- +» There are 


3+ There are fone that are advandedfroth 
10y to be T owng-men. | 


1 | & There ate forme that aregrown menin 


Chrift, Oh men.——And allthis dothbur.ſer 
forth the different degrees of grace thatare 
in Chriftians, forve having leſs ſome more. 
-—-[n the Church of Chrift, which is his 


. | Orchard, there are crees of all ſorts, Spike- 


nard and Saffron,; CalamusdntCy 


ynamon 
\ witha!l crees of Frankincenſe,/ Myrre and 


Aloes,8c. Brightman orthisScriptate notes, 
that: hereby'is meant the ſeveral forts of 
Ehriftians. Spikrnard & Saffroware young 

-meak Profeſſors, theſe are tender Plarrs tha. 
ſearce lift up.rhe licad | 
lamas&% Cynamoh whicti areſhrubs of two 


cubirs high,noreChcift 
Coke aber tie: 


ound.Ca | 


ciftians ofa middle fize; | 
note Chriſtians of a more 
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argues thou art but weak 
Chriftian is like a 
makes many 7. 

doth not makeſuch — =_ _ R- 
perienced C ter, who will make fewer 
chips, tine blowsberter work :-ſo. 
| young Chriſtians, they are much in the,uſe 


they duties make them Saints, & they 


| Young Chriſtians are 1-AfeRionate in du- 
ties, and 9g in their dutics.' 3. And 
ſee not their fail 


ofan Apoſtate Profeſſor to caſt off duty, ſo 
alſo a note of a young and weak Profeſſor 
toreſt too much upon his duties. 

2A weak 
ed into the cloſe & ſpirituall failings, which 
cleave.to his nces. He doth fee his 


ſoundneſs of hisends,his carnal dependance 
upon his daty,ſelf-love and vaine glory; but 


notice of theſe. things in himſeIf;an 
enced Chriſtian will take as much notice of 
his failing in duty,as of his ability in it,and 


of dury,but they are apt to rilie upon dutys | 


8 in their duties, and ſo | 
areaptto reſt on their duties. As ic is a ligne |: 


jan isnot&learly inſights | 


I takes notice of his affe&ions,but he | 
oth nat ſee the vanity of his minde,the un- | 
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in traKofcime a grown Chriſtian doth take | ; 


though he diſcerne an inlargement of gifts | 
| and graces in him at ſome times; yet he Bill | 
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wks ter ſome, $&-to deſpiſe others argues | 
art weakin faith. Aſolid Chriſtian 
dod winifies: —————— 


Eonar gonmge md wo 


) ha oneylerfon 
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1 and poorlow, rw, and carnall Cb 
YT: putt they had thelife ot © riftians-y' 
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in-grace: 
(Children \whi/ are. toffed to | || 


: Babery 


hoſe 


thoſe two duties togethery,-hav 
| anion; rn/17.00 fl frm 
| | | verſe 18; Her gives pingrace 3. | 

| Rrong Ohriſiansarefiedfad; whereas:weak | 
| | | ones are inconſtanez/ and- therefore thoſe | - 
Profeſſors thathave been whiri'dabont with | 
divers opinions, it is wr rs 14 6 
but weak grace, if any. © | 

9.\Sach ware onlyacquainced with the Anſw.7. 
fer ach inc the Religion ,. without | , -. 
farther into-the deptlis and mytteries . 
1ofR -Thereateſome Profeflors | . viDa 
homey ey Mel Fanart, nn We 
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} | intheWordof Rihrroalo de harie 
aing Chrilt,zwhotzour Righteouſneſs: Fhus 


| | more ſ6lid;do@trines deeb cones 


the Diſcipleszand Apoſtles of Chritt /frnew | 
bat little of the of our :Rede 
at firſt,” arid were ignorant concerning the 


Poon of Chriſt, of the > ReſarreZion,as alſo | 
of thee Fſcenfion of Chriſt, * till-the: Holy | 7% 
Ghoſt came'and caught them- theſe 
| [andbroughethoſe things to remembrance 

char Chriſt had taught them. 

8, hr Chriſtians are ſtrong in atfe@ 
ons, and not in jadgment;they have uſually | 
| more heat then light; young Chtiſtians ” 


ong horſes have "much rage a 
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' | not endure the faithfull r<proof of a Pro- 


.| So Jeſus 


| in your ſelves but ſmall meaſures of grace ;| | 
.| look on/your wants and 


- Grace with its 

is e& much: weakeneſſe. in , 
- 9s Thoack Chriſtian is one h—_ 
bear reproof. Sharp weather will diſcover | 
whether thou art of a weak or ſound body; | | 
—»-{o a ſharp reproof will diſcover whether | 
thou art ofa weak ſpiritual temper & conſt. 
cution, When Nathan came to David he |. 
| could bear the reproof, though the Prophet | 
told him to his He wa tbe man that bad 
fenned; but Aſa, though a good man, could 


phet, Bat wes wroth with the Seer,and put him 
in the priſon-bouſe.. | 10 
-- 10, A weak Believer is one that can truſt | 
God for his ſoul , but rang 
Chriſt argues that thoſe little 
faith,who did expe heaven and happinefle 
from God their Father, and durſt traft him 
with their ſouls and eternal concerments, & | - 
yetdurſt not truſt him for food & raiment. 
There are thoſe thar dare traſt God for hea* 
ven;andyet not truſt him for earth,but thefe 
are $xryorirr of little fonb. The Diſciples 
when they wanted bread,began to:reafon a- | ' 
mong(t chemielves how they ſhould be ſup- 
plyed,—- Ob ye of little faith ( faith Chriſt) 
Why do you thus reaſon ? Can you truſt me for 
tbebread of eternal life, and dare you not truſt | 
mt for the bread of 1bis life ? bg 


Be not then diſcouraged you that diſcern | 
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' | For wealth and defire of it , thou art as the 
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— different degrees. 


innings in grace,as diſcouragement to you. 
| "qi lo in a field a great, Oake, you 
| may ſay,this great tree was. once bur a ſmall 
mall fpriggs, may hereafter be call Cedars : 
ſhall be ſtrong : grace where it is true w 
growing,the ſoaking flax may beaburning 
and ſhining lampe1n Candleftick:and 
therefore as you muſt not be content with 
the greateſt meaſure of grace ;: ſo neither be 
diſcouraged with the leaft meaſure of 
Grace. A grain of maftatd ſeed, may grow 
a great tree. 


fares of grace ; alittle of the world will not 
content you——In 'the womb a foot con. 


tent us, and fhall alictle grace content us? 


Horſe-leech which cries,give,give,and as the 
grave that neyer faith ic is enoughz andfor 


"> 


© 3 


T. | acorne. . Thoſe Chriſtians who arenow bur | | 
fay to thy ſoul, though T ambut eve." 


- Content not your ſelves with ſmall meas | 


tents us, three foot inthe Cradle,and ſeven | 
foot in the grave : but berwixc the Cradle | 
- | and the grave, a whole world will not con» 


grace wile thou be contenc 'with a licele?.| 
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part of the 13. verſe. 


Alraels in the hauſe of Jeroboam. 


'[W 


E have given ſome Scripture Cha: | 
raters of, thoſe that have a little 


queltion. 


3- Quelt. Why doth God ſo order and ordain 
it, that among his own people all ſball not be of 
| an equal terre in Chrif, no gherg ve of them 


Anſw. Teh is erue, it is not with Regenera- 


' | tion as it was intheCreation; i it is not with 


the Trees of Righteouſnefſe, as it was with 
the Trees of Paradiſe, which were created 
all perfe&at the firſt i; bur it isnorſo inthe 
| Work of Grace, we are not perfetly ſanRi- 
fied, nor at once, but we perte& holineſle in 
the fear of God, and that b 


ſmall 


3.” as 


hath 


——Becauſe in him there is found ſome | 
good thing towards the Lord God of 


| 


grace, now we-proceed to. reſolve a third | : 


Jones in _ there oe be but the beginnings | ' 


degrees; and | | 

God bo given rn ou his people = ' 

nnin meaſures of grace,and |} 

| thatfor theſe Roaſt,” - | 

; 4+ To put adifference between our eſtate | | - 
on earth, and our being in heaven. In heaven | 

| we ſhall all CORE eem ſtature in grace, |; 


." \ 
4 _though |; 
hte 4 n or <4 : , —_— 5 vs . 6 : 
<C'OFu, 4 of 'F . | 


l Juſt men (hall 


| arg 29 


 /| olies Gom he Spiric of God.!. 15. childinw 
men -.a8 . Adam was | 


created, we ſhould notthen ſee that conti- | 


| doth not make us ſo perfeR 


s fluences of heaven : ſo we ace firſt: 


' 


- "different degrees. 


on 


thoughit be diſpur 
recs of 


come unto the meaſure of the ſta- 


it the ſtrong,and hold guilty the weak, 
burraſtificarion | is alike co all, buc-our ſan- 
Rifeation is not alike,but when.we come to 
heaven , our ſanRification ſhall be: then as 
our Juſtification-isnow; that i and. 
equal, we 
but of degrees. 

2. This is to make men live in a continu» 
aldependance upon divine influxe and ſap- 


ſhould be born perfeRt 


nual nced of,& dependance on our, honor! 

We are bred in-the nnd. and-aft | 

born in the world,and then by degrees 

up from ſtature to ſtature; and ſoit is in 
,God deals thus — Converting grace 

as we ſhall be af- 

terward: At the firit Creation he made the 


but now 'tis otherwiſe, they are firſt ker 
or feeds, chen plants before they are 
trees, and they Ig 


young men, and then ffrong. men in Chriſt, 
tokepour oub in adependanc on Gods 


Tree cc FW 


| grace, 
3 == 


fſe of (brift. All believers here 
| are nieg Abs God alike God doth not 


ſhall have not only a perfeRion of 


'2.For! 


ed that cherearedifferent | | 
But in heaven the ſpirits of 
be made perfe®, and there 


| 


trees all fruitful, era wag 1 to» Wl 


in} | 
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Grace with its. 


3 For the greater ornament ne of th the myſti- 
cal body of Chriſt. In a natural body,iteve 
| ry member ſhould be ofan equal bi nefleghi 
body-would be monſtroas:but che body is ſo 
| proportioned in ics different members, that 
the lefſer become ſerviceable to the greater, 
and ( they all orderly diſcharge their mu- 
tual operations. As in Matick th there-vould 
wo - ion if the ſtrings were all of an 
nfo one ſtring being the baſe, 
= OE -onoeA the treble;that makes the Mu- 
fickto be more/melodious; ſo it is in grace, | f 
—_ 1000 —_— ces of grace makes the body | 
armonious. It is here as in | 
—_ arg piece of needle work;if all the 


filkes were of one colour, -it wouldnor fer | | 


out the work with ſo much laſtre and amia» 
_ | blenefſe, as the variety of colours will da. 
[-4-To make Gods people ſte a neceſſity of 
maintaining fellowſhip and communion to- 
or” to edifie and build up each other. 
ere would beno need of Chriſtian dil- 


roy: Nome and holy fellowlbip, did not our 


| Pro. 30, « 


- | weaknefle require it. As among the members | | 
of the body,God hath ſo ordered > ronagan 1 
| each member is ſerviceable to another , 
NGC ſay to the band, I bave no need # on 

ls Fane people ates » ſome being|, 
, others —_ it a _ of 
bers Communion There 
is an in natare, that x weak: in 
Ges cleave tp thoſe things which are 
Rpogethes they. The (onies are but nr of 1 


x > — a. 
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BM red. There nor mark ofGode power 


| not a demonſtration of 


ferent eng 


: auſeris tbe FL 
forks CE rarap-  trge- fillief A 


ſbifelee creature, yet ſhe hides her ſelf in the 


| | clefts of the rocks the Vine among the crees the 
{| weakeft, yet ic rt to the wall ; the Hopps | 


among the plants , yet it twines about che 
pole. So Godhath ordered it in higinfinite 
\/wiſdom., that ſome Chriftians ſhould be 
ſtronger, and ſome weaker in grace, that the 
ftrong may help che weake, and each be fer- 
to one another, 


7. To ſetourthe ory of Godinall his 


glorions attribates. - 

© 1, This different ſize of grace in Chrilti- 
ans, doth glorifie the mercy of God, and the 
free grace of God, who when there are ſome 
-Chrifſtians that have but 4 lictle grace , yer 


| God rewards thoſe ſmall meaſares of grace 


with great meaſures of glory. 
1, This magnifies the power of God,who 


teſts his power'in out 'weaknefſe , yea , bi; 
ſtrength is made perfe® in werkneſſe. And 


|| therefore Paw addes, verſ.10. For when 1 am |- 


weak, then an I firang, that is, in Chriſt, 1s it 
great power,to keep 
a ſmall nets a of fire that it ſball' not be 

in aflood of water ? yet behold 


queneh 
| that licele ſpark of grace in thee,ſhall not be 
| Fagan in thee aero whe and'torrent 


le-is dd | 


ray rey furs” meaſure 


of grace ſhall be' pre- 


ſeen * 


IT 


'when we are weak, yet the great God mani. | 
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{ liever; tor che Angels, choagh:marable,: yer [| 


| after that to the 


| AsGods wiſdome is cared in-the'|. 


'', |Creation'and yon 


are perfe&tcreatures, they bave no-weights [T. 
of fins and corruptions.to pull. them down. | | 

Bat alas!we have ſach a bias and inclination || 
tofin, that weare apt to be tarned-afide!| 
from God every moment. The Power. of || | 
God is more ſeen in preſervinga poorhelie- ; 
ver in the ſtate-of grace, then-in preſerving |} 
| the Ahgels in the-tate of innocency, And as |} 
Gods power is ſeen in preſerving ofa lietle'}}' 
grace , {o ir's alſo ſeenja the increaſing of |J'} 

mall grace. Grace is liketoythat- cloud web!| 

the Prophets ſervancs ſaw, whicbiat firſhwar |} | 
| but tikg «many bandbut afterwards, it overs }} | 
ſfpreadthe whole heavens. Trug/ grace is ofa/[Y | 
{ſpreading and increaſing natfe; and ther-|| 
fore the increaſe of our graces may. be ſha- | 
dowed out-in the viſion of the waters of the'| I 
y,which at ficſt were but-#o the ankles || } | 
knees, then to the loynes, and. ; {a 
at laſt ſo deep that they could ot be paſſed |} 


3-God doth hereby glorific his wiſdome, | Þ 


world, by the variety of creatures, which are | F | 
not all of the ſamebalk and bignefle  but'| }_ 
_— | ms +; nas 
ſome Chriſtians dve of greater, and ſome of | } | 


| [God inthe variety of 
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Fe * 


> as 


if ular prep 


*. of ever anther 


1+ proportions in the world; ſo chere are vari | 
| | ous 
| mongſt his. 


Þ | weak Chriſtians then Groug, more. young 
F | Converts then'old and grown: Chriſtians. : | _,. 
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diſferemt « degrees. | 


yens thereare the greater and hier: Mah, 
Iu 
ethe ro 


AT 


brantific andbeſpang] 


|{cachere are greater and lefſer fiſhes: in.che | 


e-and little Sparrow : jo 
; and litde Dog : 
ings there's he great 


ns Boerfyrmom 7-4 Piſmire:; amongſt the 


_—_— rallCoder ndche Hylup.00 


air the greac 


It ] owall : "And alÞ emongit chirdcionall | 


+> commu per va 


hat as yo of natural | 


ns of grace in his: Church a: | 


Before] come to-apply thispobie; which 


| isofvery greacule to Gods children , for| 
| their comfort; I ſhall lay down ſome- ge-| 
{4 -| neral Poſitions aboux - ſmall meaſures of 


grace. 
That j intheCharch there are found more | 


then.old trees yin a 


| young {lips then qld room, in the world 
3” more young children chen old mien.. In Ne 
; nts aa ar yr Tye jr | 
Þ | nnch things are perfoÞ, by ſo much they are the | 
F [ai ae 


notfuch a number of old men. 


v : 
Bas that | 
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Jer-46.23, 


; | grace; ſuch were the Hebrews, who for the time || 
that they ought to be teachers, yet bad need that | | 


| were che firſt ep 


Grace was its 


that are of a bigger 
ber, as in the ſea there are more young and | 
lierle 6ſh then great whales;on the eacth the | 
ſmalleſt things are innwmereble; in the aire | 


[moce tharare young' and weak” Converts 


| hen old Chriſtians. It is with moſt Chriſti | 
ans ag'it was wich Jonetbens fignal arrows, || | 
which he ſhot to warn David by , of which | 
| ewo fel ſhort,and but.affe beyond the mark: 
——So where one Chriftian ſhoors home |] | 
the mark of the price of the bigh calling in Cbriſt L 


Feſws, there are many fall ſhort. 


meaſures and ſmall beginnin apy 
who have been a long time under the Pra- 
feflion of Religion, and under the means hy 


one ſhould teach them again , hich be the firſt 
Py 


ate to this fe 
that ſpeech of Chriſt, Many that are 
be laſt, andihs laſt Non be he fort There are 
pi who went out ear 


in Pro 


and 


ſtanding ander the meanes of grace. A 


balk are of a lefler num- | 


there are more ſwarms of flies,then flocks of | 
[birds ;" {6 in the Church of God there' are 


[ "0 


inciples of the Oracles of God, and are become | 
| ſuch «s bave need of milk and not of ſtrong meat; | 
| and] may accomm 


ſt ſbalt| 


: epore Chriſtians are not to judge _—_ ; 


Thar there are many thathave but weak || | 
'of grace, | 


M8. 


; and took awit |. 

on of Religion; |7. 
ers irik over-gonethem , who | 
| went out after them. Many who have bur | 
weak meaſures of grace , have been of long | | 


f vn, p< 1 EY I ann en 


different: degrees: 


moment 


«,* 
da => * 


- |a&the hands 
Churches 
neſſe of C 


/ wich the ſmall 


of grace by their Profefſion, but by 
| It is not how many yeares 
you-have been Profeſſors, but what; experty | 
enceand judgment have you- gotten under 
Ordinances 


| ek Profideny 


-, That the ſmalleſt meaſures of grace can- 
not merit eternal” life and glory ,. becauſe 
great meaſures cannot. In mericchere oughc 
| tobe a proportion ; but between grace and 
there is nonez our ſervices are imper- 
fet; our ſervices but 
eterhal; chere is no 
eternal weight ofglory. The Church in the 
according to, the ſeye:- | 
4 |. ral parts of her body :. Hep voice is ſweet, ber 
| Countenance comely , and ber Dover 
htautifulleBebold thou art fair my Love, ( Gich 
| Chriſt) thou hoſt Doves eges, thy .C 
| comely with rowes of Jewels, .and thy nick with 
| chains of Gold. Now ic is very obferyable,thar 
| .'Chrift commends. the .Ch x 
| | Zyery ber Hair, ber Teeth, ber Lips and Sptech, |\ 
ber Temples,her Breaſts, ber Neck;@e, _ yet be 
1- her hands, to ſhew that 
though ſhe be adorned with many graces,as 


&,cur ſalvation j 


| | Canticles. is deſcr 


doth not comm 


| {with fo many beautiful ornaments and 
| comely lineaments.,. yet (he merics nothing 
of Chrift by all her doings. Th. 
beauty is perfect through the comeli- 
ac pL rg 
alures.ot grace, they nave 
received] 


fir 


Des eyes are 


Bierita 
ftr 


nal 


ta No- 

4: 

yr 
3x | -. 


ne ſud. * 


Cant.q.r,9 0 
3,4, | | 
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Dem-coro- | 


Gant. 2.14 1 | 


Cant. 115 | » 


Cant.1,10,4. 


— \Tlkar: neo pomys os 


| thetewichi bat 


down in tha aire, 


ay | os ſaich,in A EOUTID Ts diſciples, O5e of | 
4 rp hrece o You thy 


unexerciſed,as new g: is ax good'@5no || 
| in chatparticularexigence they were” In; 


| comfort,thac little and weak grace may nor | 
| further thee in a way of ſtrong: confolation. |: 
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Grace withits 


| you to heayen, yet you 'are not to tak 
ark have got a little ras I 
HGH RE Woees. andto quicken your heres | 
unto, Conlider, 
| 1.Small meaſares of g ace areniot fo ſens| 's 
fible and* evidential co your felves , little 
| things becauſe they are little , are nor feet. | 
| There may be'alictle duſt hovering up and] 
ſc ir is ſmall we | | 


 |ſeeitnot: this is the reaſon why Chriſtians: 
doadc; gr 1s Heck uel thirefore fe iy ron | 
| diſcern'd. Fo; ompare Adai.$.23.with Bar. 4. | 
40.and we al firde,thatin Matthew,©hrift | 


little faith, And in Her ii 


theſe reſins gather fy that a [ile farth' I 


| faith:it was ſo lierle, It wat'# goo asnone; { 


—_ 


| you may have alittle grace, and yer as r0 


Not bat that a weak Chriſtian is accepted,! 
chat the weaker Chriſtian may lie In" his | 
coop 917 retard It wn Rrength anal 
grace t gives us con atiog. "Fi 
Ace rmnpi ore | 
chough they maybring you to heaven, yer | | - 
they are not ſo uſefull to others ; a Rr 4 

Chriſtian carmor do mixth good in Chriſti- , 
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icitual andfirong Chriſtians arexpoſt uſe* 
ful.” Y. 


ionzthey are nat fit'to 
.others.. COR converted, 
thy brethren : It is norco be under- 


young comments ar pos fi ford pip 
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more TT 
grace will increaſe i;—yet itthy gracel 
increaſed, aſcribe all ro Godz-ir is Gots|| 
pmend,and not thy pai bath gained... 
1/ſeizof co weak Chriſtiansyt 
thoſe young Abijabr, in whom there I! 
found bur ſore little goods Leclach knowy 
0 hy G- bebuclittlein 
'1.FDou hi thy grace £ quan] 
ticy,yec i ite mach in'value.A pearle,t 
_ in ſubſtance, yet it is of great 


wicked man rare ; you may have 


make a man ci rilſ thoſe veſſels be full | 
of commodities? gifts asto heaven, are but | 


; ' which is of a ſpre 


ore Ce oor 
kd ern ones 


the lumber of a Chriſtian, ir/4s ery 


| makes him rich towards Ged. 


2. Though thy grace be Virlefor- the pre 


ſence, yet It Mi rew for thy fatwowgy's a | 


greater meaſure. The little grein of Muſtord-| 
ſeed (the leaft of ſeeds) will in time'grow ap | 
to atree. Graceis fitly compared to-lraven; 
gaers z tothechud 
which the Prophets ſervant faw; 'and'to the 
waters of theS anctuary,which did —_— 


Att Infant of dayes ſhall proceed by 


a very high tree: 


+ - growth of grace. 


Ulkhe become like the Anciezt of 
bo | 
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"| in the foul ſhall be 


| |togoonto 


{ | bevebeg pave Vibe poorly never begin 


{reareup a ſtruture of grace, and never Eniſh | 


- others: 

et grace as true 2 of anold Sender inRe | 
| ligio belle- 2 -Pet.1 
vere; for qualiryy;though not for quantity. | 
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v2 the bruiſed reed, nor pagan" the / 
ax until Judgntont be perfected in v 
is meant theregthe work of Fanets- 
cill thatcomes to be prevalent over 
08-Pexl was confident, Thathe that | 


| | bad begin 4 good work in them, would finiſh it, 


the day of Fefws Chrift, The Lordi: faith- 
EEE: God hath commanded us 
, and he doth not com- 
Conlon pen? 


nga ty 


prndi 
folly; in not proceed 


-it:——Beſides 5\God hach provetind toperfect 
| that which concern! bis ſervant 
4 Theweakeſt Chriſtian bath grace alike 


forqualicyzhoagh not lor quantity,though 


thy grace be nut ſo much; yct it is as true as 
b but a conver; of yeſterd: 


0.—4b ab 1s «like precious in all 


— —Paith in all believers is alike, 
1. Inceſpc& of the Author, God. 
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4 " wedge,  #drop of water is water , as as] 
well as the whole Oveatu A licele grace 
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4 TheEnd,it trach theſame ſalvation of| 
| ' foul, 1 Pee.1.9. . | 
| 3. God will nor put your weak grace to] 
| Me beyond y Ln wed ; God will debave| 
with tri meſure; be will ſt zy bis rough wind| 
in the dty of bis Eaft-wind. 2=—YThod ſhale | 
not have ſach boiſterous ftormes of tempra- 

| don, as a ftrong Chriſtian —Ged will nt| 
wto be +1 Agoien Res are able, 
od will rake care bar the fpiris fall not 


4tle. 
ls . 6. Take rhis for your comfort, the leaſt 
mere of grace is en co bring you to! 
heaven» | This is not = ter make you 
idle, bat only to com rplexed'con+| 


| ſcience. Many becauſe Gatos is weak, 
' chey think they have no grace. T have ſet bes 
| fare thee (faith Chritt co the'C hurehb of Phj: 
| ladtelphiz\ amt open door, and nomin can fbut it; 
| | for thaneb iſt = little flrength , and beſt kepe my. 
Word, an b:ſt not td my WIme, Ie rs ruth}. 
| | oar comfort lies mach in the comparative 
e, but er ſalvation inthe pohtive des 
nies hath he. Frudoery 
ek falch will 
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good thing towards the Lord God of 


Efore we come to the ule of Caution, 1 
ſhall here ſtate a caſe of conſcience, 
Gods People | 
there are ſome found that bave little grate, 

and but ſmall mesſures found in them; Then 
what is the leaf meaſure of geace lofi then which 
4 mn cannot be ſaid to be tu the RING F 
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. 1 themiſchievous nature of ſin,though not an 


| the ſimple, that is, the firſt work of the Word 
| upon the ſoul, the very beginning of con- |Þ 
| verting 4 grace in the heart is light, whereby ||. 
thou ſeeſt fin'and its finfulneſſe. And ic wayf- 
in the firſt creation , the firſt thing that was} 
created was light: fo in che ſecond creation, |} 


\ | wil ariſe and go tomy fathers bauſs , tha is)| 


Landir 
| raw dnil met bim. The Lord did work in bi 


by Grace with its 
Now that we may diſcover whar is che 
loweſt degree of true grace , we fhall ſhew 
you it in ſome of theſe following particu- 
lars. | ” 
tA light in the ſoul to ſee the evill and 
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ability-co morrifie lin. The enrraxce of Gods 
Word g'veth light,end giveth under ſtanding to 
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'rhe firſt work is 20 0pen the eyes of the blind, | 
and #0 turn them from darkneſſe to light, and! 
from the power of Satan uno God. Upon the] 
work of &nverſion in the ſouie, the firſt des} 
pree of grace is to be inlightned with che] 
light of the living So that where this light is 
wanting; there cannot be a work of grace. 

'. 2. A ſetled and fixed purpoſe of heart ta 
' leave fin,and to cleave wiito God. ——Grace 
doth not confit ſo mach in an aQtual more 
tifyingof (in, as in an unfeigned and ſertled 


| papete of heart to leave every fin. 
I” Prodigals reſolution to go ro his fa'f ' 


oyle, argued ſome grace in him. , | 


is ſaid, Hi facbes ſow bim afar off, 
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14 in him, when he ſaid] have purpoſe 
Þ'no2 trenſgrefſe thy law, I bave ſworn and will 
_ | perform it, that 1 wil keep thy righteous Judge 


.| eſt round of the ladder. The A 
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comforts and joyes,but wich | | 
meal as. the 51 on is | 
Come | 


faichy That remiffion of fin Coane; #9 bis beart be 


father. So David, I achnowieaged my ſtz nnts 
thee, and mine iniquity bave I not bid; I ſaid 
I will confeſſe my tranſgreſſion to the Lord, and 
thow forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin. Auguſtine 
obſerves on this place ; Thar David doth nat 
ſay be did eonfeſſe, but be pur poſed to confeſſe bi» 
fin, and yet this his purpole was true grace, 


That holy. purpoſe of David argued grace 
d eandwill 


ments. It argues gracewhen a foul doth cleeve 
unto the Lord with fad parpoſe of beart- | 
' . 2. Annther low mealure of grace is: this. ; 
A ſenſible complaint of the want of grace. 
Thus he that came to Chriſt, afid faid with 
teares, Lord I believe, belp thou my unbelief, he 
had grace./ He doth not ſay , Lord belp'my 
faich, but Lyrd belp my anbelief. His exprel- 
fion abouc his unbelief , did note not onely 
bis want, buc his ſenſibleneſſe. of his wan. | 
This is that Poverty of Spiritzwhich hath the 
firſt place in the Beatitudes{ this is the low- 
That the Spirit belps Ware ty bod 
be Spirit our i ft2e. 1 and 
vans that cannot be uttered; Obſerve here, 
e's not faid the Spirit helps us wich | 


fore bis Confeſſion breaks ont in bis ſpeech to bis | 


though one of che lealt mealures of grace. | 
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| grace exerciſed is the 


trength of 
raviſhments of Spirit , but crath of grace 
may be ſeen 8 diſcerned in fighe,groans and 


complaints of our wants; they are ſaid to be | 
figher and groamr which cam be uttered, not | 
of rhefr greatnefſe ; bur (as Maſter | * 


in 
Perkins obleryes) In regard of their weak- 
nefſe. Gods children at firſt wanting ability 16 


expreſſe their oxn's 
chewanr of 
make a man 


duly fenfibl 


4-Earneſt defire after more grace, argues 
cherd OC, , though icbe bur 
ſmal. I do not place the beginning of grace 
in an ability to exerciſe grace but rather in 
an earneſt defire -after grace.” Defire after 
is accounted by God the 


fire to fear the Lord, is counted for aQuall: 
fearing 


and fweet fruit thar ſpring from chince; ; 


after 


1.Gods rs bes have 
concerning the 
meetly by their 
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boghts. To be ſenſible of | : 
isgracezfor nature cannot | 1 
e of the want of | * 
grace,nor ſenſibly tocomplain of that wants | | 


< 
ve on; "OP: a 
: og 


grace ic felfe |: 
we defire;far [owe finde that Nebemiazb's des | : | 


God, Defires arethe ſeeds of pu I 
| and the graces themſelves are the blofſo 
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it of a holy defire |: 


Thar the defires afcer grace is in Gods ac- ; 
grace, | may be thus demonſirated, It 


cages 
faith the/ 
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pooh of our wints,as ole holy raviſhments. | 
is ſcen in holy joyes and | | 
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2-Gad hath made many gractous, promi: 
ſes, not only tothe ating and exerciling of 
t to the defies after grace. Bleſſed are 

whey . 


that do burger and thirſt after Righteouſ- 
(faith Chriti ):/et him come unto me and drink; 
nay there's a general and univerſal invita- 


of thoſe 
defire of the 


tion 40 every one that 1birſtetb , to come to the{ 
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2.Defires after grace are joyned with holy |: 
indeavowrr; and therefore the Apoſtle joyns | 
defire and zeal rogerher ;-ro incimare that | 
ed with zealoxs | 


' Grace 'withits 
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cural men, — 


bat they bave « 


true defirer are alwayes joyned 


readineſſt of will, and' 


the ſoul arc after heaven, for bolineſfe fake, n 
| Rernerdnotably ſers our theſe defires of na-. 
T dds we 


indeevoxrs; Thas the Apoſtle alfo joynerh'a'| 
ace together /| 
God will never accept the will for the deed, | 
$..  anlefſe there be an indeavour to performe, || 
| whatwe ſay we are willing to do. And| 
cherefore Solomon rightly deſcribes, how per: | 
| | nicious deſires are without indeavours. The |\ 
defires of the flotbfull (fairrhe) kil bims ,  be-| 
cauſe bis b nds vefeſe 10 Tabour. Bernard def. || 
cribes the lazineffe'to rhe life: Carnal men | 
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| Pr0.21-35 | Los to obtaingbut Lot nor'ts follow Chriſt © they 
Conde! | vill not indeavonr to ſeek bim' whom they deſire | 
/ | cnpiune | - | | : 
© ©. |chriſtum | fo finde. vp | 
+ * Þ conſequi, a which are trae and gratious are | 
. - 1/41 /e | anfativfiable ; ithas David ſpeaks of bis de- 
| -———obgy | fires : 34 foul (faith He) breaketh for the lon+ 
reve quens "v5 Jo bath t»tby jhdements av all times ; yea 
defideraxt | hE further deſcrit es the ardency and unſfatis> 
_  ] *-vmnire, | fiablenefſe of hisdelires by the Harer panting 
ww) _ jt weter-brooks. The Hart is naturally | 
1s 5220. | he moſt thirſty of all creatures, ' but this 
b Plal.42.5;" <hieſt is mac increafed when the poor| 
F ,- | beaſt is chaſed with dogs: even fo the true| 
_. 2 Cor,7- : nmduoboriem care cg \ are earnieſt, | 
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| | true grace in chy ſoul. 


” 6 ods = 


rn —————— 


different degreer. - 


: 
» 
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fri 1 longer oft the 
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where no water 5. Thus his foul 
- and did break with longing aftet 
[> Nw 


of grace in thy ſoul, cxamine what thy 
are; perhaps thou canſt not pray,but 
chou deſiceſt to p a om gen canſt not 
mourn for fin , thou mourn that 
thou canft not moarn ? Perhaps thou doſt 
not believe, (as thou feareft) but doft thou 
ter ol te det ro raja, aud 
dofſt thou to repent, 
Sg Mat to repent? Then thou mayeſt 
conclade that thou haſt ſome beginnings of 


-, We may know the crath' of grace 
ough it be liccle, by the earneſt defire after 
ord and'the means of —- Thus 

—h ſers forth our defires, As new born babes 


mw terahy Ther ef the Ward, that ye m 
agate his 7 in « chit arueonel Ls 

oon as ever it is born; to defire af- 
ind x foon axore :the A makes it 


| a reſemblance of a ſpiritnal-manza man fpi- | 


ricually newborn, wil defire after theWord, 
the means pol. ppt, that he may grow in 
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' Now therefore wonld- | 
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converts. natives Knglang, ic 15 
obſerved, upon their converlian., (for God 
hath begun there to bri GOme of- thoſe 
pany je from dar bneſf10 $4" pad from 
7 by porn Saenmbinſ) che fic appear- 


theſe are, that tans condition is ſafe, and 
chele licele meaſures of grace will bring a 
man to heaven... 

I hall here lay down ſome cautions to 
prevent miſ-application. — 

Though theſe nel meaſures of grace are 
"| 6pingge you. malt not content your ſelves 
em. Take heed, let what] haye aid, 
for the ſupportof the: weaknefle of Lome 
Chriſti come not 4 pillow, for the idle» 
nefsof others ; But les Py ftrine tog agn wito 
| perfeSion, We malt not fic down BIG any 
mpger of grace. ' And to.perſwade you 


if 'x. Conbder, tha things meerly ES 


jent.co.maintain a natural 
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in in their love and re> 
| Lay ear) eto thoſe that are many, graciout.Thas 1. 


hopped gery apanfane 20 anſwet to. che queſtion, | 
wy + meaſures. of grace , withs F 
outwhich,or ſome of Amancannotbe 
ſaid to-have grace, and w ver any of, 
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4] though be hach clothes enough eo hide his 1-1 -" 
14] nak foodenough to keeplifeand | ' ', | 
1] ul together ? — Bur he defies not onely | | 
{| dothes for nakedneſs,but ornament, & not | | 
'4| oaly food for hunger and neceſſity, but de- 
{| light. Now ſhall men be unboanden after 
7 | theiedefires for ourward things , and ſhall | 
I] they fir down and ſay they have enoagh for| 
| F| heavenly chings ? + 
{ }| -2. Confider, if thou conterceſt thy ſelf| 
1 | with a ſmall meaſure of grace, though 
| 1] chale have che fruie of chy grace when thou] | 
1 | diet, yet thou wik want the comforr of thy 
grace whileſt chou liveſt. Icis ſtrength of| INS: 
that gives affurance. Weak grace willy: F.- 
oy Gn 1x ark but it a | 
ſtrengrh of grace will bring heaven invo-thy 
ſoul. The of Righteouſneſs ſpall be Peace,|| 15, 42. TH 
and the effeT of Righteouſneſs ſhall be quiemeſs| 2 
for ever. A childe of God hath : 
{ | ſeldom and comfort from the habit of | | 
| Righteouſnels., but from. the exerciſe of | 
Righteouſheſs.. He ther leckerb- theſt things | 
(rithi Peter) is Minde, and conn fee afar off, |* "© 2 
&e.This is nor ſpoken of wicked men who' BY ES 
have no-grace,bur of ſuch who have grace -: | 
and becauſe they exerciſe ir not, do nor dif- 4 
cernthe comfortable fruics of grace in their-| [. 
| ſouls. Alice faith unexerciſed, tsasto com>, | w_ 
\ | fore ( as we have ſhewed )- a2 good anne. 
faith,——— They that adde not to the'fiocke |. 
4 | tg wart the comfort of grace. So/||, 
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| Peter co 0 pucblinde man : He cane: ſee (t | 
;Þ: | cauſe theeye-ſight of his faith ig weak) afar 


| it is not day becauſe it is not noon. —le is 
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| of he cannot ſee his name writ-in heaven j} 
— He will-want che comfortable evidenc 
of grace in his heart, who cohtents himſelf 
with meaſures of grace. - 

'- The ſecond caution is, Take not thoſe 
things tobe evidences of the trath of grace, 
which are evidences onely of the groweb and| 


| frength of grace, Weak Converts do involve| 


themſelves in a Labyrinch of miſery, in| 
judging themſelves by thoſe ſympcomes, || 
which are evidences only of the ſtrength of| 
-grace. Thou muſt not judge thy (elf-whether |} 
thou art in. theſtate of grace by this; as] 
whether chou haſt raviſhing joyes and com» | 


| forts of the Holy Ghoſt; theſe are things 


chat God indalgeth to ſome few, and choſe |} 
of along ſtanding, in the (chool of Chriſt. 
In a School, a ſcholler muſt not compare him- 
felf with one of the higheſt Form : if thou 
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. | wouldeſt judge of the -trath of thy grace, | 


judge by che loweſt meaſure. The reaſon || 
why hypocrices and low-form Chriſtians|f - 
do miſtake , is this : hypocrites judge they | 
have grace becauſe they have gifts, and wea 
Chriſtians judgethey , have no grace becauſe | 
' they do not finde ſuch meaſures of grace in 
chemas are in others. We do not uſe to ſay, 
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unthankfalneſs roGod, and uncharicable- |} 
nels co our ſelves, to argue a nulliry of grace | 


from the weaknels of ic; & therefore if thou |: 
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canſt | 
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- | their 
| | by the working of joy : the ſweer bloſſome 


- | leaft meaſare of comfort; andall tolet us 


{tion hen 
was without comfort, w os Cory 


 { lans that have bur litcle meaſures of grace, 
may have much comfort; and this is the rea: | 
| have; it is Gods indulgence rowards them, 


j - to give them great joy at their firſt converli- 
[4 | ] 91; and Itiſted their joy as chat time is the 
| more 


| canſt not 


q | thou can 


| grace. Our Lord Jeſas Chriſtytio was an- 


fay, 1 ſee my grace, ''s well if | 
> Bleſſed be God#ſee may ſing If 
yet 


thou canſtnor ſay that houkevettn, 

ite well if thoo canſt ſay, Thaveafullpur- 
poſe of heart to do fo : if thon canſt bur cry 
out for the want of grace, yet comfort thy | 
ſelf, and do not conclude thou haſt no grace 
 - Do not conclude you have ſinall meaſures 


of cauſe you have bat ſimal meaſures 
- pen 
verts 
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axe meaſare © 

rt, which is afalſe and deceitful 
of grace is not to be meaſured 


rule; growth 


of joy may fall off, when the fruic of grace 
may come on ; yea ſometimes Chriſtians of 
che greaceſt meaſure of grace , have the þ 


know, that as the being and exerciſe, ſo the 
comforts of our graces comes from free 


nointed above his fellows , and was full of 
grace and truth, yet in the time ofhis deſer- 


of the ſuſpenſion of the favour of 
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fk is then ſpecifical, which af 
wards is bur gradu#l ': and'{orhough 
have afterwards more grace,more ſetled jo 
and cotuforts, yet at their firſt converfion 
chey may have more ſenſe of their Joy 
chough a ds they may find an increak 
of grace; when Joy may beas real, thoug| 
not foTenfible; and Hibelors do norj 
thy grace by thy comfort. 
Do not eonclade the meaſure of thy grace 
Iitele, becanſe thou haſt but a litele meaſire 
of gifts. Gifts arethe ifſnes of time and ex- 
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clear elocution, © "hal the like, and yet none| 
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hurch of Corinth, 


andrhey came behind other Churches in no 


were very low in 
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nd yet for ace was 
[wo = able te with ſome Pro- 


who having read many books of 'Geagra- | 
Nh and the Deſcription. of places, can dif 
courſe of them very mags; but if be were £0: 
cravel thoſe countries, of which be bab © 
often read, he would ſoon be at a lol; — 
So gifts (may carry men far from macter of 
diſcourſe aboun Religion, dus irs only grace 
that inables aiwan to Religion. A 
childe of God thas bath bug a lixtle meaſure 
Of aloe may have for all chat rouck grace- 
the ſeven Churches of 4fþs, iris ſaid 
han frabeding 0 2h Bong 
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| | and yer thar Church was very eminens for 
{ | grace; forſbe with as much , if not wore 
| [faithfulneſs chen the other Charches , &d 
the word of Chrifts patienon,and dd not dy 
Name. — therefore -_ T7 
thy tis tO cones carme | 
thy i. eng true grace (though bus 
weak) is - more way. 
|  Tſhall condludethispoins wiah ſome fur- 
ther conſolation to the people of God, that 
| have but weak meaſure of grace 


7 Thoughthouartbur weak in aby 
thou haſt much ſtrength from DE 
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. of Chriſt that dwels in their -hearts, 
'[ buliavethe dev] doth all he canto 
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" Gracomith tir. | | 


fail not Great are the confederacies of the 
world, the fleſh and the devil againſt thy lie 
tle grace, bur be-»f good comfort. Te are of God 
little elildren ( Faith St. John) and bave overs 
come them , betauſe greater u be rhat is in you, 
then be that is in the world : and the weaker 


$6 Fo as 13A his power 'inthy weaks| 
: a. 1.Comfort your ſelves yeweak Chriſtians, | 
for you have a firong God.. I» the Lord Febce| 
.  boveh is everlaſting ſtrength. ——T our God #8 @- | 
ble to keep y ou from felling , Taree 
faultleſſe Jefire the pejines of bus yrs ex*| 


peexnanem. = ' He is able throng 


eb fa to Ng you unto Fora. 


det es + a Ov fearnot , his 
power will _—_— n yotr weakneſs. 


00 You have g Saviour, thowgh 
your grace is weak, yet be ir able to ſave them 


'; | 26 the uttermeſt that come unto God by bim.\. 


| ——Chrift is the «W3ſdon end the- power 0 


ſtrong Redeemer.” Our Redeemer is fireng,the 
Lord of bifti « bis name greg of indeed 


he is called, Epb.2.2 but Jeſus Chriſt is tru 
| ly the great pywer of God, who ts able, be: 
- [ canſeb f Greogwttes the fÞ man ars'd, 
breiſe Satain under the fret of by Saims. 
| 3-Youlicundevaftrong: Word, which is 
ableco cur ontlowork of grace which 


3" | luck faith feile — but Chrilt prays that ir 


thouart, -the more advantage hath-God zo/}- 


| Grd to theſe that arc called; Yea be is calledalf 


the Prince of 'the power of theaire :'forfo lf | 
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po be mode hte = threugbly furni- 


you ſtand on a ſure 
$. | foundation. 1: Its o Goadecion: 2.A ſure 
foundation. 3. It is a foundation of God: 
4-it is' the foundation of God that |/ 
cannot ſhake, but Randeth firm. Nowthe 
| weak; believer ſtands by the immutable de- 
cree of God, which here the Apoſtle cals the 
non God. 


on 


47! 
pr i 


= F , n 
vey " 
Se \ 
hy : 
, o - 
4 


| SE 


CO 
© Theennh and effend protons] 
on | 


nes 


—_— 
; | che ab Chant” 


 Feby did reſembled 8 true Reformer; al 
they are g ood affeQions that doe ſet out the| 


lifeand a of true-grace. Jadye thy grace 
therefore by thy affeRions,and take comfort] | 


is this, thongh thou arr lictle and low inf} 
Rong, 3f th if thou art warm and working in| 


Ls ended comfort Ivchis, Kr 
idle ſhall be laſting grace. | 


wr, yarn em 
ſhall nor quench the leat ale; the leaf 
[Srcmpoaton tilt nocexcinguihc 
\ IDROtES — | 


| | oyntwent, 


Se TW « 


SI &@ ® 
—_ | AP 1 


\ojnement ſhall be Gile l 
'M; te Earns apo th | 
1} | chey fall ; to thew har ir was a Comer and | 
_ nota Seire———Frox Sea doe not, cannot 

| jar: ir ho the Naw whorhough in his 


be breaks rm yerich thier oners (oſs 


== A child of God may berofſed 
corraptionand' oy 2vagn 
'S gpppantonns (26 bar that fhip ſhall never 


no o@=@ OO = fe wr wy 


| nes res the Comipaſſe _y ompaſſe , ey-4+5 ro 
ngs, nchor, Faith 

| CO wack and holy 
affeftions the Saifes, which are filled 'this | 
rlowour pr the 4 > We Fezr not | 
therefore Titele flock ; for it-is your fathers pleas | ' 


ied 
wok che naturall cor 


beſhipwracke, whereof Chrift is the Piloc, 


ſure <0 give you & 


Ve = as 4 
— — — _ - 
"—_ Ne OSes hoe Ir So a ee er am 
- a % 
_ ws - 4 . 
£ i  D - WY © # - 
| © < < - 4 % 4 R 
a> - \ : : ST "_ . S 
Z | .. "0 a p 
CY 


JOS PRD iv GO D.& 


2 
1 


1.KTN'6s" 14. 
part of the 13. verle. 


——Becanſe in him there is found ſome | 
Lo th thing towards the Lord God of 
(racl is the honſe of Jeroboam, 


Joftine about Title moi ay 


I come now.to 'the ſecond part bh my 
this, That God dnth exatil Ts 


vingiegnd the ſmalleſt meaſure; of grace in the | 
bearts of his people, 

In the profecunign of which pointy] ſhall | 
praceed in this method. 

3. 1 ſhall prove the erach of it. 

. 2. I,wil alſo endeavour to ghee 


grounds hereof, TL 
Fiore rc om 
FECe over | | 

wil nat que 
che et 
be w Cele Herne 
fr AIR i= — God 


peril noctke flame only,b the ſmoking 
ace z not the ri - bathe render 


buds. Chriſt would have accepted of g: 
figsof the fig-weay bough the time of 


"_ a 


© 
* Af 


notice, aderlel ; 
cheriſh, and graciouſly reward the leaft begin» | 


ll | 
.# 


Aving finithed the former partof he] $ 


4 


| 
| 


. <a VS TRI © 7 I CCS NED Wa. 


4'4 _ \ bk, - 
TA La xs | PP le | 
" wo. 0 , o . » 
'» & 4 = 


E wo not yer come; ſo ſome expound 


Ng - £ _— L.A 
o < 
- word apiranar ee» ve 


p 2 _ > 
-— OE A me A SER 


SL” 4&4 4 


— —_— al. 4 ———_ — 
df .a-£ i» > oy LC 


: ett -r urn 


| || [$6 d id unto him, Thow art wot far 


: | - 2\The truth of this ine, be made 
. [ont by thoſe ſweet ne abprotithe | 
47 God hath made to grace j aphrmen ane] 


. | thatplacr, far. 1 1.13.Chritt acceprsnot on» 
: { 6mm ; bur the bongy-comb roo, that is, | 


ors , not only the excels ſorviees, 


3 jr: ham.0r» the meaner ſervices of bis people ; God 
Feaker notice of che cries of our heart, even 
- [ehedefires of che humble, even the moſt in- 


ngs 'of he ſoale 3 nora good 
x God takes notice of it; nay, ve 


ar 3 pr Hay Shrlſh, <—— 


Fro true grace yet it is faid, | 
x leved bin, And he took notice of cha 


tanſiver of that Scribe 
fom the of beaves. 


tRom.14- 
I5.2T-. 
| x Cor.8.12 


Gal-6.1. 
al . 


b- | I 35.3- 


Hebs Thru z 
I'%s 


the weak;tobear with #bcir info - 
not to pleaſe exy' ſenes', and po rand I 
God will bear wich chews and 
them. See Pſal. 103. If 
2. We ce to receive chew into car fol: 
lowſbip——Him that is weak, in the faith) 
receive you. And ſurely God will not re-|| 
- ie ſuch ogr of Communion with hinx |: 
feIf and Son. © | 
 3.We muſt donoching chat will ormay | 


grieve the weak. We mult |} 


bs, aodentie owr bro- (| 
apr mk e muſt nor make him | 
ſtumble that 4 weak. 
4: We ſhould n ok Brother _ 1 
is fallen, and put himin joynt again, with |} 
the ſpirit of — you that are ſpirimual,that |} 
is, ftrong Chriltians,he/p «p ſuch «r are follew| | 
tbrough weakneſſe. | 
5-We maſt firengthen the weak bande, and 
confirm the feeble knee r, and ſay to them thet ore | 
If a fearful heart uavee © We myſt rig 
(ift wp bands that bang down, aud ſtrengthen} 
the fiebh kneer, left ka which i1 Lame he turned | 


| out of the way, but razber that it be healed. We 


malt not be Jikethe Herd obDeere,who puſh 
Away from them the poor wounded Deere, | 


A "i Thel.$. | vut- we maſt endeavonr the beating of the | 


[nd and emf te) 


IS-. 


_—- —=— FX Ss MM ww ww Y Ty = x RN» To 
, - nm - - 
Ws — —_— n - 
—_ — —— 


As = 4 


—_— _ FR 
Wop I q + 


- 
GE _ 
« ge 


4 _—O_ ——_ 
7, I = SI «5 = par nM my = 4% Sion - 
- - 


_ ee 
-- m_ . 
x moe = 
* 
. 
— 


| is precious; pearles. and precious Roneg arc 


Wok ore of Gad, md God will not forkake his 


_ . — ' "2. - 
a —_ \ 
, - 
E 


1 op Wye is am: of 
, andthe meric/ot. his great 
: Tc The ſmalleft ſpark of adjamond- 


os gy reg jo OE 


own. Wark. — | 

Lialegrace is of thy ſame manner and ex- 

TE RnD= Ie 
as-the very oO are of the 
with gold , {0 my, leaſt meaſure 0' 

of rac is e—The. faich of all belie. 


&k- | -<rrizedw|. | 
| | proprie ni. 


I Petia, 


| 3Anſw.' 


, . «=: v4 - 
[5 pf P - % 4 by $ Þ« "1 | oy I y p 
"60 - Grave" 


| Prov.22.2. "rcanſeGrllivebe Hather 4 

| Mr = ; 
 inſpirit,no morethen thoſe tharare rich 1 
grace for he is the makgr of them both. Iris ul 
page nh yoo, o) ſhould: riot- c he : 
| the poor,breanſe God made bins; and thi | 
ſurely much more beeaaſe the*Lord r y 
che poor and weak Chriſtian, he pillnat ds 'n 
1203S cih, faith, He did not deſpiſe the ah of bi : 
| man ſervant or maid ſervant, and he gives al 
15, | reaſon forit, vrſe15. Did not be that 1 

"| mein tbe womb, you ey rye pre 
on 15 inthe womb? which holds as a _ 
argimyent why the -rich ſhould noe 
'thepoor ,, and ſo why the rictin' gr 
ſhouldnor delpiſe Bur that are: poore, 
grace; for God made and faſhioned t 
both. Now what isa reaſon unto: God | 
alſo pleaſed-to make areaſon unto himſelf 
That be will not forſuke whatbe bath formed 
for ſo the rn ary er tt | 
22d thee O Jacob, 4nd be that formed thee O. in 
rael, fear not for I'bave redeemed they T bi 
celled EE EGS Anc 
aphin,” Thus We Pied us boa i 


= - — = = Wu 
: ” ” - p 0 ” A 6 : P «a 4 p 
T, » ſh 4 — H- 7 
_ . - - 
erenr' att - | 2 
ol — = , 


prey For yore 
TEE bag 


4 1 &s bis work #n bis ſervants. 
i 16% TY , O Lord ferſake no 


4 8 dfoarmerd things God may deſtroy bin 
11 | bow bis band: bave made and faſbimed, but 
\-:itis otherwiſe in reſpeR of grace. God will 


: "not deſtroy ay meaſare of grace which is 
nf + the work of his hands, Property - is the 


| of love, careiand tendernefle : as a 
| [man will look toa weak ohilde,becaulc it is 
{his ehilde;and will 
| cauſe it is the houſe 1 in he dwells. And 
{that chethird demonſtration of Gods ter.» 
| der care over his , that the nieane(t 


ol {meaſure of grace ſhall-not be deſerted or for: | 
iy - faken, becauſe Godis the Anthor of it. 


:, A fourth reaſon may be drawn from-the 
dif | Covenantof grace, the nature and trnor 
Mt Nev oonccepof fincerity tn Gead of 
14 perfeRtion , defires for deeds, purpoſes for 
8 | pence for pounds, . and niites 
118 [for million and dvefore God will aocep: 
d reward the leaſt meaſure of grace, ' that 


| F 9465108 God. requires of | 


4 work of thy bands: dchough in reſpe | 


a weak houle, be- | 


Avrabam | # 


FA 
. , 


—_— 


# 8 4 X _— ” -- hd 
- 2 - F v- k 
o - LCL. p 
: = 
ol «a,* 
* 
4 a 
= 
. 


| 


Abrahams, pe Dice ima 


| {res hm bee 


righe) TIT Crews yg | 


- a per eg 


truth. We may from. 
inferences following : If Goddoch « 


and will reward the ſanalleſ po "en 


enienit follow, That Godfakesm 
of bs them.Hle that g: 
very of grece, v 


| eyes the 
AG juſtly eye rhe buddings of co 


in his own IO he be was read 
have ficine Moſes for bis me 
ETTICT thus ref niade a 
UVazeb, when he pur forth | 

wir ys yedthe ofthe Ar Tx 
' | beve Thrown (lth Godo his 

wiſh you 
a5 icixra ie Cd, Lata _ 
miquity in » Reitber ſees perver ſne 
Iſrael, —ut this is not forlapaics et 
gloſſe upo n tt,a8 if God did noe ſee fin in kis 
people, _s is never diſpleaſed with their! 
fins : But the meaning is, that God ſees not 
inns prog es engpoally topunith it., 
—— And moreover, the proper ſenſe c 


| ns | 8 


Balaam to curſe; the People of Iſradl, and 
that falſe Propher for the wages of u 
MN Fir Maas have ta 


_= ” 


* fall ParGoddeh pen his 
e the a 
, Lg damine ther 


ofe dr Balak, oy 
pe op. again Ia - Now we | 
| that ever Baalck did aQtaally | 


ſhould bein Chriftiansof greater 
weale , as was in Chriſt” 


Ih | rbrone; andthe earth is the foofioole of he Locd, 
[ane Sabe, but bk not defpiſe the 
If ernwin pa, mini wh 


J— 


- 
, i h 
=- 
 - MY.. ve A427 
- 

= = 

# *6* \ 
44 b. , / . 
a7 *. l 


his Scorchion, and wile thou the Li 
ni Srchion and le hom ghee 


chou like the Lion'be tour, unggkcy"s 
thar conremns all the beaſts of lk 


= Oh = E==M1] 


FEE 
ſent hear, and NE wer oaneng 
tiesro their abilities, and will not outmare 
| their ſtrengrh with his commands. 

and was a hard duty, and therf 


God, till the Holy Ghoft come down upot 

| them, and they have more grace; which is a 

cod rale for as, nottodiſcontrage young 
ners in the ſchooje of Chriſt, not re 


put them to read ſtich Authors as are adove 1 


their ca | 
_|-'.'2« When ſtrong Cheiftians are 00+ ſharp 
and rigorous in bicter —_———— ; 
logs -and Tales of weak Chriſtians 


— 


—— 


* . 


"| hewill excuſe them till they have had mor | 


time and mcrevcjibiegcs Tn the -wayes of | 


i NS? Low 
gracetrod out by 


eo Hime 


or | 


| Gal-2.13, 
| 13» 


En : 
weak; Angels defpiſenot che pooreſt Ck 
| tans, but dominifter neo them. © © 
low omhetice, how God dothby 
eget nent 
work 0 of grace unto'fi 
net ary whe ni 


F chings like onas lris-gourd mayih 
upin TID things of 'moſt x 
| ment, are CR Ekekane before tt 

| Parte: OS ewe < 
and Man rms hn rational pe 


long 


5 and mutply, 

| ns Why Pans» 4s 

Kt Now DHOAIT | 

| - areyat_ Lord expe@sthat 
ud increaſe and multiply. 

a aaa a 


it, —0b, 
pod eames 


s , wþom the 
I oy whey a bleſs. 
Do' not alictlegraia of 
fed, it eG apy Yan trac 


| the greateſt emoe, 
wok Chia) hacia ele tha 
chouhaſt much and 


Fro cocat our work prac} 


EEE: TEES 


ur c0 mow DT | 
2 Oo grace. £ | 
nanny go Chriſt cel 
Peter, that Satan defired to fofs hint. Now ch 
uſe of che Sieve is contracy to the Fan, fo 
that keeps thewaſte and lets our the beſt. Th 
| devil doth all he can to deſtroy our gracy 
and to increaſe our fin. : But *tis otherwilal 
God will-kill ch and. cherifhff 
thy graces, if the leaſt gracebe in oþ 
pron, Gd will pot 
ru G not 
God carries the moſt tender regard v 

thoſe chrare weak in grace; theweak ct 
| [ofthe ockthe good pho with ent 

e ſhepherd w 
his boſome. a Peter charge 
firſt place to feed bis Lambs. | 

' 1:Godscare over weak Chriſtians i Is ſuch 
that be will not ſuffer them to he tempted al 
what they are abk, but with the tem 
; wake 4 Way to eſcape, that they ſpall be able 
brarit.” Cod doi | conſider we arebut duſt. 38 
ws Peet rficiar ed pdmmmedt.. | 
mercifa in of every doſe,lf |: 
andwillnat emcee Cate reign ad hofſel® | 
frenplns Gaal, = 8 


| a.? Ont wlnorgurthe n ified 4 


G [en ieb done dedrwraoco ; 


2 Gol wllbeer wb nfm 
children to go, and hc | 


2” 


= —_— _— 


[ in DR. apby the armes. ' ; 2 


=_— 


WA - Ew> 
- - 
- _ oy » W 
- nd 
S190 " v by : 


—4 


Wh ET RAS. T4 - fs Ke. RAERKT OE on) 
. "VAL % 
| eoyees, 
- 
"= = "OR _ 
- 


« 
—_—. 


2 Ttm.21, 


tl | xe from in the grace of God that ir is 
"_— Chriſt Jeſus : 


Tf Aving lately handled the Dots of 
th beginnings-,* and the leaſt | 
grace, and ſhewn 


Þ King: 14. 13. 

nes] Jecboun's/owe in whom 

{| there found ſome ood ——And left: thas | 
rivet anc ntally ( chrough the 

corruption of our deceitfull hearts)beger in vs 

asGpiricualfloth, anditisfation in weak 

degrees of grace; therefore I ſhall proſecute | 

[my diſcourſe concerning the degrees of 
wg and ſhew you , that though God te- 

| Lore Line yet wemult —_ 

chis Apoſtolic injunRion;to be ft 

L ace of God which is in Chriſt 7 

" 11% pd drome #6 in Oi Jl. 

_ | Þ * AlniCompalltion Afy ſon. 


| pra Mn Rees | 


' 1. For the Gompellation Ti«| 

«6 Toys __ wa "a5 4 

we s few of rib of Ben- 

ſh Timathy then was not P eils fon in 
TL — + | 


- 4 £ 
p 4 A 
= an\F A b, 
l , 4 - 
wo LY 


Erace with its 


ingi 
| he) Paul begat ren to the a atleagin £ al 
2'Cor.q-17 | in 1 Cor:4-17. compared with yerſ. 14. where 
./ |] compared | Payl calls che Corimwbians, whom he had 
. | with verl. | converted to the faith, bis belowid ſorrmes,verl, 
44 T4- and ſo he calls Timothy, verſ.17.Bat Tis 
| metby was not Pauls ſon in that ſenſe: for Wl 
Eſtizs (hewes,he was converted ] etc 
Pawl knew him,by the godly inioBiome 
| his Grandmother Loiz,and his 
The = -- es Paul proof Ti 


wa for 
aſe Pau! was aged and Ti 

youtjh and? it was uſual for the old to cal 
the younger fonnes. l 
'  Z Becauſe heconfirmed him in'the faith, 

3.Becauſe he loved hire as a ſonne , ani 
PN Pawl as a father. 

4: Becauſe as a ſonne with'the facher be 

| Gerad Pagti in the 

Before I come to the main doArines, Tet 
| me obſerve ſamething in the paflage ro it 
upon theſe ceaſdis F; Paul calls wo 
ſon:Fron the compellation, fy 

1. That Miniſters houlg aſs uſe _ 
| nnations towards their hearecs , erl 
ufefa! inſtrations. 

Soft words turn away wrath , and hard 
flints are broken upon ſoft pillows. This w 
Pagl; praice here and were he gaine( 
« | cheir affeRions, 'the better to —_— 

TY == £3: Ow PTL” .. 


ht Wi. 


of 


t; 


I i 


| anfon and the 


uy [ren 


_ 


—_——— 


* - > 


WS 
_ 


different de 


= 
» 
® \ 


| a, And chenin dhache callshim A Son, 
inrelation to himſelf as a facher,Obſervye 


That religion puts men into the neereſt 
moſt indeared relations They 
-whoare glued together in the bloud ot 


if -|Chrift, are knit cogecher in the ftrongeli 


bonds. 


" Now from the reafon of the duty, There- 


ont Expoſttors do vary whatrhis 
girl hach a reference to : Some 


{make it to refer to v. 7. of the foregoing 


ter,” and ſo Eſtive , God bath nos given 


1 |; | jos hunt — 7s 


+" Then obſerve, — That the receiving the 


| firſt degrees of grace, ſhould be a ſwaying 


to move us togrow in 
Others refer itto Paxl, le, 2.8; or 
to the example of Oneſipborus, v.' 16; from 
whence may be obſerved, 


ſhould be an argument to us toincreafe in 


Co 
Ifir referre tothe 15, verſe. This cþow 


”e 
m— - 
C OO. "OO "I tt. 


.P 

- 
2. 
ul a 


| 3y 
ſe 


: 
” / 
4 
4 


: 


, 


"a 
— moos 


"17 ES 4 \ $6. 


knoweſt thet all they which are in Alia be turned 
away from me , of whom are Phygellus and 


Herm - and thus Theodores refers it : 
Then obſerve 


ſtacy fromthe Pro- 


feſſion of grace,ſhould make the godly more 


careful to grow ſtrong in grace. But I ſhall 
handle the text without any relative conſi- 


i Wy —=—% 
& \ A 
_ 
= 


- 


That the good example of good men, | 


_— | 
> 
- 1 f 
V - 


- 
.” ; 
Be | 
© 
- 
a Y de - 
LR. 2 ” _ _ 
, A - w= 7 2 T. 
i. 4 mY ” 


E—_ 


_ 
. 3 
= ds "OB ”» | 


at 
— 


 Orace with its 


Be ſirong in the grace which vin Cori Je 
te 


w., | Ti may be conſidered in a 
p Te 7 eller; or asap 
Chriſtian ; If & « Adinifter, then theforce of 
che exhorcation lies in this : that he ſhould |} | 
increaſe in miniſterial gifts and graces 3\}.: 
whence may be obſerved, i 

That Miniſters of all men ſhould grow in | | 
by che truth, and in Miniſterial gifts ; fel 
, as they grow, ſo will the people grow un» || | 

der their Miniſtry.Minifters do receive grace }# | 

| and Apoftleſhip for obedience to the faith i 

among all Nations, Rom 1.5. - ” 

Aud prace is given unto them, th st they may | 
preach wnto. others the unſearchable riches 
bl - | Gif, Eph.-8 NT: 
- | 7.0sſerv.| . 2+1f hebecenſidered as a private Ghriſti»' 
I | an, then he is exhorted not to'content him- 
ſelf with grace received , but to labour after [if 
| more ſtrength of grace, — Þ - SIEM 
Be ftrong in the grace which # in Chriſt Fe» 
| ſs. | Grace may be ſaid to be in Chrift two 
watcs : either . 

2. As the ſubjeQ recipient of grace,or 

2. As a fountain redundant and over: 
flowing to his people. | 
Grace is in Chriſt in al fulzeſſe, from 


5 - 7 x : * 


% —— 
_— _— al 


E: whence his people receive grace for grace. 
=. There 4 A oblervatio hich (hall FE 
BY: note from the words , conſring th ex- |} 
Rt hortation, without reference to what weat | 
Y before,or' follows after. b 


That believers are not toreſt ſatis fid in week} 


"ny | 
- LEO LES £ : 
£ S , . = \ id »s 
k.4 4 _— ao 
' t : - j = Rn, : » 


"£f 


= 


"| meofuret of grace already received, but to endea- 


1. That Chrift is the ſubjet in which all grace 
| #,and the fantain from which b:licvers muſt 
receive all their grace. 

1 "Intheo 
" Hirſt thing is to make it > (x » That belie 
| ors muſt not reſt ſaticfied with weak meaſures 
| [of grace received , but muſt labour after more 
& | grace. And 


| | vers have grown from weak grace 
'S Hezzkiobs recovery, n Kin.20.—butit may 
| have a more 


| |che proper reference of theſe words is to the 
$ | Jewes pong up 'to Fernſalem to worſhip, 
when the 


t _—_ to worſhip, according to the law, 
| 17.yet Ainſwortbunderſtands it | 
+ {of our growth in grace; ſo wearefaid robe} 


|. 


, 
arent 


" different degrees. 


fl 


your to attsin greater flrength of grace. 


pening of the firſt doArine, the 


this I ſhall 

1, By inſtances of two ſorts. 1. That belie- 
to ſtrong 
who out of weakneſſe were made 
areexpoſitors who refer thisplace to 


neral extent and application. 
The Pfalmiſt ſpeaking of Gods people(faics 
he) They go from ſtrength to ſtrength, every one 
of them in Zion. appears before God, It is true, 


males went thrice a yeere up'to 


d 23.14, 


"| therefore ſayes 
| | 411257 the ReſurreBion of the dead, his meaning | 


| is,that I may attain that perfeRion of holi- | 


: 
F 
. 
: 


| changed from glory to glory, that is, from lierle 
4 degrees of Face to 


ter ; grace is but glory 

lory is but grate a oa z true 

is (Hil aſpiring unto perfeRion , and | 
aul, if by any means I might | 


, an 


nefſe which CUI the ſtate of theRe- 
"a 
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Da, 2, 
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farreRion } + 
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2Cor.3.18] 
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| more of Chriſt. 


| and moſt learned know but in pert,and ſee but 


w— RB ir tr. ” 


Grace with its 


ſurretion.: aM of the ſubje& for |} } 
the adjunQ; he is Rill prefiing forward that |F 
he might attain farther degrees of gracga#nd 
for that end Pew!, he forgat what war bebind, || 
and reached forth to tboſe things that were bet (F 
forever. 13+ And though Poul, Eph.3.4. had i 
very great knowledge in the myiterie of |} 
Chritt,yet he {til defired to know, more and | 
+] 

2. By inſtances, wherein Gods people have || 
ripe for the ſtrength of de] bow my | 
knees (ſayes Paul) unto the Father of our Lord | 
Feſus Chriſt, that be would pront unto you av 
carding v0 the riches of bis gloyy , to be firength- || | 
wed with might by bis wm the inner man, || | 
And ſpeaking of the », Rom.15.13,\}. 
14: he layes, 1 am perſwaded you are ful of | 
goodnefſe and knowledge; . yet becauſe the belt 


Lok 


<3 a 
— _— 


darkfie through a glaſſe,i Cor.13 12-he prays |'Þ 
baGoa would them with al ” ju I 

peace in believing , that they might abound in\Þ 
bope through the power of the boly Ghoſt, So he |. 
prayes, ibat their love might abound more and\Þ 
more in knowledge, and in all Judgement; and” 
that they may be filled with the knowledge of bis 
will,in all wiſdom and ſpirituall anderft ending 
that they neight walk worthy of the Lord units 
all pleafing,and be fruitfull in every good works 
increaſing in the knowhdge of God, Thus Gods FF 

peaple have prayed for a turther increaſe in |} 
| grace. Paul after his converfion increafed 


more in ſtrength » Whereby he was enabled] | 


ro t ; 


” "I C__xL cc = md oY = * 
= yo. 


0 ferent degrect. 


| toconfound the — Jewes at Damuſ: 
11 #7, AQs 9.22. 


——_— 


þ Nos like men,and be ftropg, and 
t- | are ſcattered up and down the. Scri 
I} | andeoattainunto greater meaſures of grace. 


gow and inlargeth their ſteps under chem. 


F | res in his ſhort notes which he cals his 4d: 
þ | verfarieGaich, He tbat i «weak faith, fball be 
'8 Mw aft in faith. verſar. © | 
| 2. Dneft. | 
. | F 


þ uh ſoft Jn fant Br of grace ,, but labor ta be 
Anſei |» 


s 2 The ral may bedrawn,i,Partly from 


WRavds aud the bouſe of David ſball be « 


» oc 


PRA - : a % 


%” _ 
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_- 2-By Commands. Leaving the ſe pelo- 
ciples of the dotcine of Chrilt, we muſt go 


panty we mult give diligence to 
to grace 3 fo we are commanded to be 


inthe Lord, to ftand faſt inthe hs f 

more and more. Many fuch commands 
which ſhews our duty ts grow more —_ 
miſes,that people (ball do 


3- By peo 
GT path of the Juſt is we light, 
« ſbinth more and more untq the perfet} day, 


6 inghey ual increaſe more and more La 

gentlenefle makes his people 
ceble among them at that day ſhall he 

Cad, « ohe Angel of the Lord befare them. P a+ 


Ar fora believers nat reſt. ſatisfied with 
briſtians f 


they ob icy tryna der And 2. 
Af you doe 34 not. 


Bk "LFrom he ncefiey fi there are ths | | 
Reaſon 1 : r 


1. If you conſider ihe tirong temptations | 
F 4 __you 


2» P roofe. 
fch-6. | #s 


2 Pet.1.5. _—_ 


Eph.$, 10, 
I Cor. 16. 
I3. 


r Theſ,4.1 | 


1 Cor.1s, 


Evie bic 
fortir fide; 


lis Dewid * 
vedicaer)! 
Par. Ad- 
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' Grace withirs C 


you are ire like to nicet withall from t the divel 
We are therefore — to be | | 
the Lord; to put on Armour of | 
that we might | 
of the devil. For we _ 
blood, "but agen yi 

and againſt the = fa 

world. ow ſhall thi divel-be ; 
| armed,and ſhal we be content to brudy unarmec 
and weak Chriſtians? it is woxth your no-(# 
ting in the Epiltle of nay (ſaies he)I\write] 
* : wito you young men,becauſe ye are ſtrong,and the | 

E (rJoh. 2.14 Ward of God abidhth ts you, and ye bavs overe| 

| Verſ.rzz. | come the wicked ore, 'Bat when' he writes toll | 
«. children, he fayes, I write to you becauſe you | 
fenr'ave forg iven for bis names ſakg; intimating || 
| that thourh weak grace be ſufficient'to evi-J| ' 
dence to us the pardon of {in,yer it is ftrohg 'F 
grace which 1s able to overcome the t 

tations of the deyil.The devil ſhull not over-J} - 
come the weakeſt meaſure of grace , but thel} 
m—_— our grace is,the more able we arej}. 
to reſt and overcome that enemy of our ſal} 
vation, The divel js called 2 ro ja 
whom re muſt reſi re fiſt fiedfaſt in the faith; it | 

not weak faith which is x to grapple iu 
the devil , therefore ought we to be g 

| T1 and ſtrong Chriſtians. 4udY y 
- 1 2,Res fon. |  '2/f we conſider the firong oppoſition ivy 

Fi —_ to meet with from the world; wel 
1 x Cor. t 56 upon it-as P awl,to fight with beaſts; 
# we [þ-ar4 GEES jr <ueat we | 

| meet withall,and therefore we are comman- 

ded! 
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dedto watch, 9 A REY Parr gp te | 
like men,and be ſirong 3 rr 


18 | freng thand of the | 7 
8 1 NL ncefets in a crowd 
t Yefoppoſiton, and therefore we ſhould la- 

{11} tbc Rlvong in the grace of God. © . 
bf yaa e have many ſtrong corruptions in | 
te] Gans) which weak grace wil never be | 


# © }able to mortifie; trong $, ſtrong luſts, 
$; jand how ſhall weak: grace be able to le 
[} | with,and have a —_— over theſe? ?If thy 


# are weak wiſen thy corruptions are 

q' . = rar wilt be miſerably foiled by thy 
- 1] © | corryptiong;therefore pray for ſirengthning 

and affiſting grace , w ou maylt be 
[4 \[fablenor only core but to ſubdee and mors 
If + om frougeſ laſts and paſſions in thy 
1F | acart 
18 | Another ground of the doAine is taken 
1 from 2k if you grow not ſtrong i in 


» * 
1 ——__ 


©7,Others that made profeſſion of Religi- 

frer you, in time wil goe before you in 
1 _ de . yeh Foy it is faid; 
—xA at are firſt ſball be laſt,and the Is 

firſt, Th hs were firlt in T4 
| Me of the Goſpel ſhall be laſt inthe 
© . and meaſures of grace, becauſe they 


\ * ; 
' « : + Ef — 
SEV 
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. | have not improved ye tA further 3 in- 


creaſe of it. 
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Mat. 19, \ þ5 
30.compa- | * 
45 
Mar.20-13, 5G 


red with 


6, 
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3-4 OC Pri w. 
- x F Led 


2. —— chou Ag in g 
chou wilt be ſure to decay,and to "OW 
ker: for not to go forward in graee, is tog 
aaa yok may be loſt in ſomede 
| and co its exerciſe and comfortahough n 
co irs being; and therefore (ayes the / 
| [ifdef ng ef yore men, the 

you that ye ſball neither be barren, nor un; 

" Jnling, that you will de be 
| you doe nor adde grace to grace. Weake! 
things, if they be not watched over, and 
firengthned,will beready to dies | | 

EA Thoug ts 4 ay 
Ortny grace, yer Ww1tt 1Qte COL | 
of icand thou —_— inas much troubleſ#] 
and perplexity as, if thou hadſt no 41 
all. Its ane ry grace will bring thy { 
to heaven, but its onely ſtrong grace whict 
| will bring heaven. into thy foule,. Lids 
grace is like a lictle mote, which is not ( 
becauſe ic is lictle.Lircle grace is as it were r 
7 oo ow in che rn OION cals [ 

th-un or pq 
be Welk of grace makes 

rr of Gods. love to, be p 
their zeale to be lakewarmne 
tobe but gifts,and (as here) their 
but unbeliefe. It is ftrong grace w 
gladnefſe of heart; and hope in Cal they 
18. fore ſajes cry ow , © py we 
periſbed from? 

| decayes, there hope & = { 
It is the Apoſtles prayer in the Inſcription 


WS. 


4 l A <+ 


- - i - LY a _- , « * 
Z A "_ s 
2 | 


of his Epitiles E ppg 

jon of Koi If therefore Cocks Ui 

F your graces , you neither in- 

trek :nor keep your comforts, He that | 

ph theſe things is blixd (layes che Apoſtle Pe 2 Pet.1o9, 

ls” eannot ſat afar off z it is not meant; 

| t fowl lickor rc tbbeem een) 
for: ior afece icxprefied, he is 

his Id Gnachough he forges havin _ 

4 the Ts mn 

4 Weak grace under trials wil ex: 

ee Sinn as if he had 


| | atall ; little grace wil keep a man | 
|tejals,butnot in greater. Little grace, |. N 
; [arch ie man may be in , may be as i 


| 


J43no grace; and therefore when the 3:20 
iples were ar ſea,and « great tempeſt aroſe, |Mat.8.26. 1 
ſo much that they were afraid; that which in zone wig | 
(3 Moribewis ſaid ro be inte, in Aforkis faid\ |". | 
1b ze faith. lntimating,that as tothat-par- 


mlar*exigency arid firair they were-in, 
,4 1 le faith did flnnd them in n6 more 
n if they had had no faith at all. So | BE 

By Chrift-cals him iiirs@-: Becauſe | Vat-r4 3re| ' 
he! dega poo uty mareys ad T5 

hs "2 ___ boyſterams, be was | Ver-29 ; 

1g an to ſink, Peter we did net Lak tac w—_ | [- 
eh tu ee tofink-in his} | 

; | git + 

is ſarall, fo Gaich Solorrome Proca4-t0| 

toaſecond particuy n Ofc. A 


ome PI 


\MLEL it oor He - 


"Grace withs ite 


|of that man who is grown in grace 3 — 

let me ſhur ap this Sermon,with a tharp a 

juſt reproofe of many profefſors in ourtit 

{ who go fromone ordinance to another,anifif 
yer —_ _ progretle = increaſe .in'RF] 

| ligion. They may y co 41; 

' | company of Ants, who are Fa: 21 ba 

a mole-hill, and ran to and fro, but ne 

| grow great: Evenſo we have many Chrilt 

ans,they run from one Church to anothy 

from one Preacher-to another , and it na; 

be from one opinion to another, but newly; 

pow up in the true grace, and in the tn} 

owledge of Jeſus "Chrilt, — Bat I ſhall} 
meet with Elk people hereafter in this di 
courle, — 


I SO 


2'T 1M. 2.1. 


wg ot ſon, be ſtrong in the grace thi 
 # inChrift Jeſus. 


Hem: in the former Chapter obſe 
from this Apoſtolicall injunQion' 
Timotby,wicb is obligatory to all Chriſtian 
Thav it is the duty of all believers not to t 
ſatisfied in wah meaſures of grace which thi 
bay: received, but they are t0 ih nd to attal T: 
wnto greater ſtrength of grace. —— n 
This 'poinc we have proved both by Scrip 
ture-inftances » As = by Grecall reaſonk I | 


I 


pl Ys x oth of the truth of grace,as alſo of 


— 


Ec different degrees: 1 
[No 71 proceed to anſiver this queſtion,viz. 
| WV het are the nates the Scripture layer down 


and own Chrifient? 
eare to know there are marks in Scri + 


2 { |fireng $f and theſe muſt not be 
"AS con IWUndEec confdered. : Oar. 
preſent queſtion is about marks of growth | 


| got as are grown In gracy,dÞ ordina- 
ri _y eojoy agrounded aſſyrance, and com- 
manifeſtation of the love of God in. 
Chrif to their ſouls. So. St. Jobs ſaith, Per- 
& loue cafteth out for! 3 The more perfeRt 
cis, the lefſe of tormenting fear is in. the: 
lon. and the reaſon of our fear and doubt-'] 
| |ingis for want of love. We cannot comy/ 
| preden the great love of God in Chrilt - to: 
C1 we are ſtrengthened with might| 
© | ke och inder man; which you will | ef 
| Rles Prayer for the Epbeſianc, 
[res Ro wy 
1 x4 bus glory, to bened with mig 
| Bo nd Chriſt Sig ht dwell in tbeir 
| apy faith , and tht oy maght be rooted 
In nded 50 Love : : and that they might be a« | 
b runs wit of Saints, whatis the|- 
adeb, end length, and dejth,and height,aud to 
v the love o Cbrifh, &c.. So that the more 
frength of grace is in the foul, the clearer is 
| ourco enfion of C hrilts love to the 
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Grin wah | 


cpetnencaltyes comfort others with the ſal 


comfort, wberewith they themſelves are cc 
of God:and when they are converted they are 


be to ſtrengthen their bretbren, as Chriſt ſpeak 


to Peter, By Converſion In that place, is 


al 


meant rhe firſt work of grace wronght ir : 


ſoul 5 for that was wrought in Peter be 


his fall, beit the meaning is, Peter, when h 


art. ſtrengthened and reoovered from th 


y tally 
| when thon haft recovered Hrength again,tha 


ſee that thou be carefal to ſtrengthen othe ; 


who perhaps may fall into the fame = 


1; - | nf with thy ſelf. —Tf any man be. evertha | 


with a foule,(faith Pawl to the Galatians) 
that ars ſpiritual reſtore ſuch a man in the ſhi 
of mneekneſſe. I. You chat are fp#r31wslhi.e» 


chat are grown'and experienced Chriftia 


{ce that you do indeavour to recover ſuch'll | 


fallen brocher.Paw{prayesfor the dew. 
ang, that their Iove may, abound yet 


more in all knowledge Led Anion ; ; cha | 


that they might have knowledge with jt 
ment and experience io as they mig 
their judicious knowledge in love 


edificition of others, = were but weak "| 


grace: ' and in the Epiſtle to the F 
the ſame Apoſtle Iayes down this Charad 


| of a ſtrong Chritinn,—I am perfive d 


you my Bretbren, that you are fullof gr 
Billed with all ru Fargy og able alfo to 
one anotber : from whence we may gathert 
CharaQter mentioned, that the more perk 


1 
| 
'7 


any Chriſtians in knowledge,or any oth | 
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diſſerent degrees. | 83 
pr the more able he toro adnonifh others 
\rtheiredification. 
Grown + 193 wage ate o_ underfad 
|: and profound myſt eligl- 
_ pany. ar ſuch as uſe 11ilk; and 
lerſtand only the and plain Princi 
| | ales, ſach as the Apoſtle calls Babes and wi- 
falitful in the Word of Righteouſueſſe :——but 
Ty —apary are fs Gobe 
2 Tits myſteries e 
- (rg in arena n= 
4 a, hart 1 judge diſcern borb good 
18 


ly wo judgebeewemn tra do- 

ie wn Chriſti: | 

es & is ableto try wordr, 

" |(w tis in eb) even r the month nya mea 

1 [-|t is an'obſervation of the learned Aer: | Job 34-3: | 7 

M | o>;thar che ſame wordin Hebrew which ige | 199 32:1%-Þ 
a# [nifies an Egre, in the duall number fignives p | 

[apaty vt 5 we note _ much, 

4 an experienced judicious hriftian 

n vill weigh wharſocyer he heareth, beforehe 

1} —_  asthe congue of the ballance 

i between the two ſcales, | 

al Shoaldche eart ofevery man weigh what | bees 

| boriimande dau ympiaer 

Chriſtian. He will notcake up wrath |; 

an etcft, bur he confidertebfirſt, and be: 

1 afterwards. —— Nor will a grown 

Chriſtian take up with inferiour knowledge 

| Y twill like « grown Scholler, be'ſcarching | 


ings of God. 
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"" Grace pry Ws: - 


tian, moitcomeſnaad. iopl 7 
the moſt ſtrif and ſevere exerciſes 
gion which tend meſt to mortification: we: 
Chriſtians are all foreaſie and ordinary 
erciſes, as hearing and reading good books 
bat a trong Chriſtian is mach in OY | 
watchfulnetſe, ſecret prayer ; frequent fafþ 
ing, felf-denyal, and heavenly. meditatior 
and fach ko denier cs hae a { influ-lf 
ence upon themortification 0 fin and cov : 
ropelon, A childe whoſe parts and ftrenge 
-» | is weak, is not converſant about ſuch 
. | ous andgreatundertakingsasa mans | 
Rac ovary = the ET fly | 
comiſes and Scri out 
Gods min ns, Ip gr | 
them, and though there ſeem no outware l! 
| probabilicies for them. Thus it argued | 
brahaw was ſtrong in faith, who geinſt bg 
belicvrd in bope 3nd being mat wok fit 
. | conſidered nothis own body now dead. ——T h 
, were ſeverall chings might have ſtaggerediÞ 
| bo faich,had ic notbeen very ſtrong 16 
| he maling ofthe giring kin 
making of the [ giving inal 
ſon, and the fulfilling of ie- | 
| » 4:Abrabam was 71A an hundred ye 
old before he had a ſon , FT 
have children. | 
3. Sarab's womb dead , and no orc 4) 19719 \ 
hope of Procreation, = # 
4.And after thepromiſed ſonne was born |. 
| God calls upon Abrabem to offer him « 


—_ —_ — 


different degrees. 
and yer notwichſianding all this, be ſtagge- 6 
AF | red not at the promiſe «of God through anbaliefe, 
"1! 4 was er os: infanh, giving gloy to God mY k 
'Þ 9d what be bad promi iſed, 
dt was ad rr le alſo to per 


| A ftrong ets can oo flier aswell as do 
; forche fake of Chriſt. Greater ſtrength of | 
| _ is required to ſuffer for the truth,then 
-|roprofeſle che truth ; and cherefore our Sa- 
-< ay pounds his-co theambitious ſai- 
wes, the fon of Zebedee 3 Are yee able to drink| \,__ . 
ER that I ball drinkof and to be baps| 2, 
tt wi the Baptiſm whberewith I am bap- 
{tized withall? im lng thus mach,chat they 
didnot well un ſtand theirown firengel, ; 
that there was more grace required to ſuffer 
forthe-name of Chriſt, then to believe on 
the name of Chriſt , and accordingly as is 
our ſtrength of grace; ſo is our courage for 
the cauſe of Chrift, leffe or more. Nicodems 
[when he had but little race, he came to Je- 
|, but yet iz the night, by ſtealth ; he durſt 
[f [90 openly appear for Chriſt, but after: 
4 wards he grew in grace and knowledge 
arift, ſo he grew in courage for Chrit}, 
. Iles the cauſeof Chriſt was debated 
ache aſſembly of the chief Prieſts and Pha- 
lces, there Nicodenwe boldly pleads the” 
At zof Chriſt.——Doth our law judze any 
before it bear bim, and know what be dotb? 
v1 I 7 we reade afterward of a higher reſolu- 
n of this once fearful Nicodewns , when 


t was cAucified and at the loweſt. — 
G w We” 
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Orace with its 


| We finde that Necodemwe , which (faich the 


text) —_— 4 mount brought a 
hundred mixture of. [ 
Aloes for the Burdsl yo Hare? like in-{4 | 
ſtance we have in Joſeph of Arimatbes, who] 
was a diſciple of Chriſt, bur ſecretly for fearſ [| 
of the Jews.—Burt afterwards , ky 


had got more ſtrength of grace, the Sip 


turetells us, He wen ix to Pilate boldly , and[if | 
craved tbe body of Teſws. To profelle Chriltff 
boldly, in a time when dangers and difficuk-} 
ties attend that Profeſſion, argues a gl] | 
faith; a weakly Conſtitution dare noe gol] |* 
out, unleſfe the weather be faire;But a ſiro F l 4 
ty rm 16 weather. A wea 
wa a. Canvert is fitter to live in the ll i 
perity of the Goſpel; but an old 
Hed ©d Chriſtian like an old eried ſouldier 
will not ſhrink in the hardeft trials. -— 
thus faint in the day of adverſity ; it is becauſe 
thy ſtrength is ſmalk. 

He is one that is able to govern his tongus 
that though: paſſion be in the heart, yell i* 
through the firength of his grace he b F/ l 
it in,and reftraines it,fo as it ſhall noe bre: 
into open railings, revitings andclame 
as others do. St. James gives this charad 
of a ſtrong Chriftian 3 If ny mar 
in word, the ſame 3s a perfe} man; not legall 
f foiemncdund orrrenk He is a perfeQ man. ij 
| ern Ce ec EIN 6 | 

He is one thae dares traſt Gods prowl 
dence for outward things, however he is 
ſtra 


So 
” 


f > ; 
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different degrees. 
traits.5. as it argues licclenefle of faith, ta di- 
Init Chrift for food and rajmenc: ſo it ar- 
Ii [gues firengrh of fairh,thas though the viſion 
F{ {rarry; and no d appear , yet then 
I |tolive by faich,as the juſt are faid todo,this 
| [agues firengrh of faith. | 
FF | Heis one that Iabours for unity in the 
IF |Charch,as wel as for purity in the Church. 
{ {He will labour for his power thac Chrifts 
I} [coat ſhall be without rene , as well as with- 
i fourſfpot. This charaQter I gather from that 
+14 [exhorcation of the Apofile, Lez as therefore, 
1 [4 many a beperfeB, be thus minded , and if 
off | in any thing ye be therwiſe minded, (God ſþ«l 
l  _-gr Tb unto you. Nevertbeleſſe, wherato 
1} |» hope already attained;Jet us walk by the ſame 
rl | l + © 4:8 wa gropuber ta thou 
#14 | nt aſticre inthe Church about thy opl- 
it | k children are moſt froward;when | 
i} [children are weak and fickly', nothing will 
leaſe them : fo it is with Fome weak ones in 
meChurch,their humouris ſuch;you know | 
off [nothow co pleaſe them; but a grown expe 
nenced Chriſtianis ſober and wiſc,and very 
wrneſt co preferve-anity in che Church of | 
alt Before 1 proceed to ſpeak any more about 
wiſh *rengt of grace; I'ſhall make ſome appli-+ 
;pition of what I have delivered about the | 
Yjmarke and figns of ſirong grace, and the uſe 
YR notre wt to give you res cau* 
FF then ( oingchara and 
i ueacisnced of atwofold Caution.  - 
__— G2. tTaks.!. 
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x. Take heed you do not imagineyourſf 
ſelves ſtrong in grace, when you are weakz| 
this is a dangerous miſtake. *|6 

2.Takeheed tiger lf. 
Ins! 
Y 


ſelves weak in grace , when you are ſtrot 
in grace ; this is an uncomfortable miſtake} 
There is a man ( ſaith Solomon) that makahl} 
bimſelf rich, and bath nothing ; and there ui 
manth ut msketh bimfſelf poor, and yet bath great|f 
riche;, | would therefore. caution you th | 
you may neither live above nor beneathlf | 
what you have, that you may not proudly} 
fancy you have what you have not, nor dib 
couragedly fear you want what you indeed|f | 
have. | | | I 
2. You are not to meaſure the ſtrength 0 4 
grace by the length of your Profeſſion. Many] 
who are long ſtanders. in the Profeſſion off 
Religion , are but ſow walkers in the wayt| 
and praRice of Religion ; the ſouls Profidd 
ency in grace, is not the iflue of length df 
time, but the fruit of free grace. There were 
thoſe in the Church for ſo long a time, chal} 
they owght to bave been teachers of others , Datlf |, 
they had attained *buc_ little growth al 
| ſtrength of grace. They that came at the elf |© 
venth houre had their penny,as well as thollf |: 
that came early -into: the Vineyard. 'TWF|” 
ſcope of which Parable is (as ſome interpre} i; 
cers ſay } to ſhew that thoſe who come latdlf |; 
to the Profeſſion of Religion, may yet out 
go many in gifts and graces, who have beellf | ** 
| long before them in Profeſſion. How manſſ/—- 


_ $I 


| 


q 
/ 
; 
| 
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diffrent degres 
1] imongſt us, their years ſpeak them eighty, 
It | buttheirknowledge and grace not eighteen. 
1}| 2.Meafare not the ftrength of grace, by: 
If | the ſtrength of yoar affeftions to ſome of 
I} | che wayes of God. The love ofa newly mar. 
"11 | ried Couple may be more fond at firſt after- 
i] | wards it's more folid. Women whoare the 
If | weaker veſſels are uſually more affeRionarte. | 
It {Weak Chriftians are uſually moſt affeRio- 
<1} | nate. When the Creeple was cured, we read | a&; 1,10 
1} |that upon his firſt cure he leaped for joy ; 
if [irs likely he did notcontinue to do ſo: the 
If | newnefſe of the change did much affe& him, 
ef {and fo it doth young converts. | 
ilf | 3+ Mdeaſiere not the ſtrength of grace, by the a« 
4} | bundance of the means of grace which you enjoy. 
"ol Alas, Laodices had a glorious light ſhining 
of [amidſt her ; ſhe was one of the ſever Candle- 
#1 | flicks, And becauſe ſhe had fuch meanes of 
at | grace, fhe miſtook her ſelfe, ſaying, Iam 
i} | rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need of 
of |wotbing. But ſaid Chriſt z Thex hnoweſt not 
If | that #hou art wretched, and miſcrable, and poor, 
if | end blinde, and naked. 
| 4+ Meaſure not the ſtrength of grace by the 
of | firength of your gific. There is a new diſeaſe 
$|amongſt children called the Rickers , when 
{aildcen grow big in the head, but weak in 
of [their limbs : this diſeaſe is ſpiritually upon 
IF [the fouls of many our of Profeſſors; their 
af [acads grow in reſpeQ of gifts & knowledge, | 
| | but they go not grow ſtrong towalk in the 
[wayes 0 


God ; they are like the Afoon, in- 
: EIS G3 _, creaſing 


——————...__- 
«4 


” 
ry 'Þ w " . 
_ Pa 


| / |'Y 
Heb-12 23 | fe. It is a witty obſeryation that one hathyll 
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| creaſing in light, but not in heat. In thelf 


1 not ſtrength of grace. Truth of grace is ant 


w - 


dayes of the Schoolmen the gifts. of men were|F 
very high, and yet the power of godlinelic 
was _ ebbe in thoſe dayes; t pet | 
in thoſe times many ſublinz netsons, 1'8 
cel ſpeculations , curious diſtinitions , ſubtil 
objeFions , and elaborate 4 xc to theny} 
grave and weighty ſextences ; but alas, but. al} - 
little of the power of grace in the hearts off} 
thoſe men and them they taught. | 
2.Caxtion is, to prevent miſtakes of thale 
whoare apt to judge themſelves weak in|} 
grace,when indeed they are firong in grace, 
I. Breauſe thou haſt not perteQion'q 
grace , do not therefore conclude thoa haſt] 


' 


thing, and ftrength of grace is another; f 
ſtrength of grace is one thing, and perfeQ 
on of grace is another. You muft ſtay for 
perteQion till you come to heaven; it is chenj} 
only, where the ſpirits of juſt men are made perl 


In Grammar (ſaith he) tbe Preſent tenſe 17 al 
"_ ied with the Preter-7mperfe tenſe , bull 
the Future with the Preter-phaerfeZ tenſe. Eveall 
(ach is our preſent ſtate of grace, it's acconvll/ 
ied with imperfe&ions;——bnt our fas 
tare ſhall be more then perfe& ; There is m 
 Perfef3;on bere. There is not a juft men on earl} | 
thet doth good, and firmeth not,(faith Solomon) | 
Who ean ſay, T have made my heart clean ? 1 
| waſb my bande with ſuow-water , (faith Toll 
and make my ſelf never ſo chan ; yet ſbak the 
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ii | different degrees. 
1h | planzge we in the dirch, and my own clovber ſhall 
| | abborre me. i.e. Though] have by Regenera- 
"I | cion ſome grace,yet all my defilements ſhall 
4 | never in this life be put away» In the Pro» 
$ | phefic of Z:chariab we have the Lord ſpea- ! 
ing thus : I will refine them as ſilver,and will 
try them as goldis tryed 3 and yet in the Pro- | 
1} | phet I/ai2b God ſaith, Þ beve refined thee,but 
17 | no with filoer ; to reconcile both places, The 
1} | meaning is, that though God begin to refine 
11 | his people, yet they are not perfeRly refined. 
2. Do not judge thy ſelf weak in grace, 
becauſe thou haſt not Rrong affeions.God 
doth make up in the experience of old and 
grown Chriſtians, what is wanting of the. 
great affeRions they had at their firſt con- 
recfion. Holy Greenbam often prayed that 
he might keep up his young real with his 
old diſcretion. What is wantiog in affeQions 
"11 | God makes up to thee in folidity of jadge- 
11} | ment, clearnefſe of knowledge, abundance 
1] | fexperience,and ſtablenefſe in the faith. | 
1  3- Judge nor the ſtrength of thy grace by 
If | the ftrength of thy comfores, the fruit may 
"1 ſtrong, when the blofſome is off. 1 


Zech. 1.3. 
Iſa. 43.10. 


i} | have fpoken of this before; and therefore | 
"18 | will adde chis, that beavenly joyes and rap- 
if | tures are very ſparingly found g Gods 

i | people. They are Gods ſpecial j ces | 
to of his ſpecial children. wil con- 
78 | dude with a Saying of that godly and lear- 
AF | ned Sootchman, Wb3lf T live (faith he) I ne- 
Al | ver expe# 20 ſor perfol® Reformation in the 
gh, G4 Chureb 
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Caſe 1 


Poſes 1. 


| toroband'ſpoile: or as a Pirate , who ſe 


laden with rich merchandize; thoſe who 
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C burch,or feel perfe@® raviſping Joyes in my beart ; 
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Be ſtrong in the grace of God that is ir 
Chr iſt Jej? Hs. 18 


Proceed now to 'anſwer ſome caſes of 

conſcience, . which maybe deduced from| 
theiDoQrine I have laid down. ll 

1. Whether ſtrong temptations may be confiſt- 
ent with ſtrong grace ? This is a needful and. 
practical Cale, becauſe the People of God, 
when tempted by the devil, they do not on» 
ly queſtion the ſtrength , but the reuth of 
their grace. 

Before | reſolve this Caſe, 1 ſhall premiſe 
theſe general poſitions. | 

I. It is certain , where there is truth c f 
grace, there maybe ſtrong temptations fre 
the devil. The devil is like a chiefe, which] 
robs not out-houſes, where there is nothing | 
but dung and ftraw ;- but the Cabinets chat] 
are in the Cloſet: ſo thisgreat thief oft} 
world 5 he is not ſoeager to rob and {pc I} 
the ouchoules, wicked and gy men 
but thoſe who have the riches of | 
the cabinets of their hearts, theſe he | 


not upon an empty veſſel , but upon a ſhip} 


fraught | 


—_— 
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[vil by his temptations, will labour to make 


; different deorees. 
fraught with the rich gifts of grace, the de» 


PIES 


prize of for himſelf. . 
2. Let the temptations ofthe devil be ne- 


|rer ſo ſtrong, yet they ſhall nor be above the 


th of grace, which believers have re- 


| ceived from God. God is faithful , who will 


not ſuffer you to be tempted above that you are as 
rg mer proportion the bard to the 
back,and the ſtroak to the firengech of him 
who is to bear it; if temptations increaſe,our 

h ſhall alſo increaſe, whereby we may 


| |beable to grapple with them. | 


. 3. It is eyident,that the temptations of the 
devil-are alwayes ordinarily moſt ſtrong, 
after Gods people have diſcharged ſome ex: 
traordinary duties to God, or have received 


{| moſt diſtoveries of grace from GodeIn both 


theſe Caſes the devils temptations are uſyal- 


vil defired to winnow the diſciples ; after they 


Y {a peeformedrher extraordinary fervice to 


God, the devil was deſirous preſently to ſet 
upon theme . $0 you finde that after Chriſt 
had in an extraordinary manner, feiFed forty 
s and forty xights , he was immediately 
tempted of the devil; and fo alſo after 


IF | his bapciſme, 70 ſcover was be out of the rexter 


of Boptiſme, but be was in the fire of temptation- 
Eyypt, but this helliſh Phoroob parſues theme 


And Hezekiab had no ſooner; kept che ſo- 
G lemn 


—— OR 


ly great. You finde that immediately after 
the Celebration of the Lords Supper the de» 


| 


The 16 ael of God can be no ſooner out ' of | 


Poſit. 3. 
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Jecan Paſſeover, but Senachersþ comes ap; a\| 1 
| gainft him. Ail chisis co ſhew us, that hell 
we have put forth moſt grace in a dury,chen(l 
| the devil will labour to Play his afcergame|| | 
| with us,it he miffe of his fore-game;it Satan|f | 
cannot keep as from duty and from inlarg-| 
ment in daty , he will flie-blow onr duties 
pride and ſo marre them. And then after|} 
we have received the moſt eſpecial manifeſta,|} 
tions from Gods love and favour in Chrifh, |} | 
then may we expeR ro be affaulted by hel} | 
devil : Thus Paxl, after he had thoſe heavenh —_— 1 
raptures, and abundance of Revelations ; | 
devil ſet upon kim with vile — 
had the meſſenger of Satan to buffet bim,a thora| 
in i= ; which is not to be meant oral 
diſcaſe, but of ſome ſharp temptation | 
che devil. Se you finde that immediately af-] 
ter that wet al co Chriſt, This 3s my well bels: | 
ved ſon, in whom I am well pleaſed, that then 
the Tempter came.to him. Hence you miſty 
gather from that connexion between th 
two Petitionsin the Lord Prayer, Forgive mw}: 
our treſpaſſes, and lead us not into temptation : | $ 
tO note ©o 18, that no ſooner can we get the | | 


evidence of our pardon, but we may expeR 
| to be tempted of the devil. 

4 That men who have the greateſt ſtrength | 
of grace, are like to meet with the fierceſt | 
aſaults, and the ſtrongeſt temptations from| 
the divel; and this brjngs me to ore cafe 
Caſe, That ſtrength gre my cite 
with ſtrong peecdada 24 and confirm / 
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[is here are "theſe two particulars to be 
[47. When cempraions may fad to'be| 


/ ; Jr why (ſuch ſtrong temptations 
may be conlitent wich ſtrong grace ? 
4, puts Agaw9Ons ray pY pony | 
1, Then may be ſaid to be 
 {frong, when the ſoll Mlechans of the devil 
}to fin are urgent with the ſoule, when they 
are not weak and faint Sagettonebet vio- 
{ent aſſaults, which wil notbe removed antil 
[afſented to ;, the divel haants a man ſo 
that he w et him alone, then may 
they be ſai frong. Thus ic is ſaid, $2- 
[ten flood up againſt Iſrarl,—i.e. He ſer him. 
felfe to tempt Dovid. And provoked bim, i. e. 
He wonld not lec him alone, COS 
4 [him with helliſh importunity, — t# be bad 
numbred the people. 
ns theyare hom eniconnton 
temptations often ſuggeſted become 
ſtrong. Small drops of water by frequent, 
-\falling make hollow the hard fione ; which 
afew great and forcible blows wil not doe : 
ſoremptations, though bat to ſinall fine, if 
they be continued, may havegreaterentrance 
[into the heart then a violent aflaglke may 
'-. 3« When they are ſuited bythiquriiara 
mans diſpoſition or preſent condition; ſo 
was chat temptation ” ry ſer |. 
upon Chriſt, after he had faſted forty daies 
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j Jam, 1.14. 


Peat ;- 
cerO-,- 
Metapbora 
a Piſcateri- 
bus qui in- 
efcant, & 


rant. Berga. 
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| ſent condition,meat for his hanger. If yoy 


| | ſerves to what fins a mans Relations, Cal-| 
& 8 


{is moſt predominant in man, and ſo he fra: 


.of Goldbefore a coverous Acben.; Cozbyan| 


Grace with its 
ſtoner be mad bread. Te was faitedto his pro 


, 


offer meat to a naked man, he valaes it nox,} 
or cloaths to a hungry man,becaulc it isnot 
| ſuited to his preſent exigence : but if t 

gift you offer be ſuited to the mans neceſfity 
cloaths to him that is naked, and meat to 
him that is hangry , then.it becomes accep 
table. The devil doth not caſt temptations at] 


Y 


s «ft 


wind and tide ,, he knowes which way tl 
ſtream of our affe&ions and diſpoſitions 


: 
, 
| 


random,he is moreſubtil then to row againſt | 


runs,and he ſuits his bal angggiogly.Fooy | 
mm (fayes the Apoſtle) oils, 

drawn away by bu own luft andenticed. | 
metaphor taken from Fiſhermen,who haye | 


fiſbyſo they wil ſuit their bait, whereby they] 
lie in wait to deceive either the ſighe or the 
taſte of the 


: 
'' 
þ 
, 
: 
o 
, 
| x 


It ivall. 


this 8kill,that according tothe nature of thel| 


fiſher of ſouls, and makes uſe of fach temp- 
tations which are moſt likely to.take;he obs 


ling or opportunities lay him moſt open 
obnoxious, and accordingly he layes his| 
ſnare,and ſpreds his net. Though ics true, 


every man is not equally a&ive for, or dif-] 
poſed unto every fin. The divel ſees what fin 


mech a temptation ſutable ; He ſets a wedge 


harlot} 


poorfilh. Thedivel is the great[} 


that every man hath a principle within bim|| | 
ſaiting to every finne; yet it is as true that} 


\ 
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sf ' different degrees. 


WF harkot, before an adulterous Zimrs ; a faire 
| erment before an ambitious Abſalom: he 
; 8 well, that a fit obje&preſented is a 
-|victory half obtained. In theſe three caſes 
_ may be ſaid to be ftrong. | 
It | doth it appear that temptations 'fo ur- 
MI | gent, ſo continued, and ſo Sub be conſiſtent 
| with ſtrong grace ? 
|. By inſtances, whereby it appears the beſt 
| of Gods children have been moft tempted. 
[1Jed a holy man, yer with what ſtrong temp. 
| tations was be afſaulted? the devil impove- 
#1} |riſbed him in his fate, and fo would tempt 
if. him todiſtruſt Gods providence;took away 
the lives of his children,to make him queſti- 
| on-providencez tcormenting him with grie- 
- [yous diſeaſes, to make him clamour againſt 
| providence ; andabove all this cempced him 
140 cxrſe God and die,by the inſtigations of his 
- [wife; and yet though Fob was thus haunted 
|by the devil, he was-'a believer ſtrong in 
[grace, -and the moſt eminent Saint in chat 
|age,and that part of the world at that time, 
ax God himſelfe teſtifies of him , tþaz there 
| ws none likg bim upon earth, a perfet and an 
obs man,——He was not only for riches 
ne greateſt of all the men of the Eaſt, but | 
for holinefſe the greateſt upon the earth; yer 
= was he afflited and affaulted by the 
- Another inſtance there is of David, an| 
eminent believer, and hath this commenda- 
| tion , that be ws a man after Gods me | 
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and how furiouſly furioully was he' tempred b 
the devil ? one while Satan gr nos. d 

id the people, another time to defil 
another mans wife , another time to coun 
rerfeir himſelſe mad before Achiſb King > 
Gath,another time to judge all his holy 
ties to be in vain, and at another cle 
queſtion the faichfulneſſc of God in bis x 
miſe to make him King . He ſaid in bis bs 
that all men were lyers, even Samar] the Pro 
Mat. 16.16 | phet alſo. Thus Perer an eminent Apoſtle 
17. compa* | Chrift , after he had made ſach a = 
[ed with | confeſſion of his faith, and bad d 
24 | more grace then inall his life time before, 

] an podggro roars ly after by | 

tion fiom t , Degin to 

and counſelling him to ence fo 
thus P 2x] that chad ſach Figh and heaver 
reptures,ſuch divine _— yet had heh 
meſſenger of Satan to buffet him. Bu at 
all inſtances , an gots Feſuws Ebrift , whi 
though he had perfeft ny was rl 
grace and truth ; yer this could not &: 
tim from the c 5 of the divel. þ 
was fall of the holy Ghoſt, yet was tre forty 
daies tempted of the divel, % that with Rtronghy 
temptations ; if you confider their contina1 
ance, their urgency one after another, and 
ſuftability to that his preſenc condition. 'SoIfl 
that jt is plainly manifeſt, that ſtrong eemp» i t 
tations may be conſiftent with irene of | [f 
grace by theſe inflances given. if 


| * 2-expears lo byreſoacran,, = | 
f 5 T.F romJg. * 


—— 


_” different degrees. : | 


- 
* 


p Be i, ep: 6] | 


It} - 1, FromGod, for the clearer illuſtration 
F| of the glory of his own Atcribates : * and | 
| | therefore the Scripture is clear in this.Parti- | 


| | gheve that you are able. And then his 
My [dom : The Lord knoweth bow to deliver the 


to ſhew how the temptations of | 
ous. As firſt, his Faichfulnefſe : G 
the is faithfull will not ſieffer you to be 12 


ont. of temptation. He will by bis wiſdom 
away for theireſcape. Andchen alſo 


Ml [heveby will his pity and compalion be 


: EDD and t ; p_ 
_ of his own Ateri- | 


glorious 3 therefore Chrift became like 
uw that be night be a mereifue! High»Prieft, 


bl 10} -aiaknſins prove up are tempted. | 
[Andchen laſtly,” the glory of his Power, In | 
ar weaknefſe God wil manifeſt his power, | 


| = firength is made perfe} in weokeſe 


ie pleaſes God to exerciſe his peop 


eRoagdr +1 coracenan 


I| a oeRetbame be drawn from | 
J=== 
Ns Boa tides aimes at | 


' gOOC the devil tempred 
ro namber the people , and when he 
lacrific: atthe floore of Oragn the Je- 
IidGodtet himchat the Temple 

de batltadie 29 che ifſve of hisrempy 
wasſq tempted and at- 

all was for his goods Jobs 


Rexſon 2» 


21.1, 


graces had never been. ſo ilufriou, had nor 


the 


mm 
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orienc 


Na doehockepvide 1ef 


isno ans, oe In" the" watld: 
pride,then e & Prideſc i 
worſt fraie , whic es tpon che by 
ſtock.'Tis 2 Cain orfiaments'c 
body,as the endowments of the mind wh 


ſtirs up pride; and this was Pax/s ci ak iy 


his abundance of pm —tontm th 


chorn/in his fleſh, a.m == 


butfert him, leſt he ſhogld 
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| on; thegravethough ic compaſle 
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it ſhall not. conquer as. 

[-/1. Though the grayebe a houſe, * yer be 
| | comforted, itis but ahidipg houſe, Pich a 

[| } ]houſeas is but a hiding ogphe for cd peo- 
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1 \ple.Fobe1 4.13.0b that ouldſt bide me in | 
he| | |the grave, 1has thouwenldeit keep _ in ſecret 
| |antilleby wrath be paſt, that thouw ap 

UV] | |porut.me a ſet time and remember me. Times 
{may beſo calamiedus, that there may' be 

| |more'{afery under (ground then above 

| nip duc have feens longs by! 

4 may be more happy then hole | 
tl dara inag Cotto Cen yp &® | [a.36.20. 
1 (tow in20 thy chambers , and fbat thy door about 
il 1 ag 
4 SR wntill 
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nil the indignation be overpaſt. Though 
ſome refer this to.a temporal deliverance, | 
yet others refer it to the grave, where God 
lodges his children, when he takes them 
from the evil to come. 'T | 
Though the grave be a houfe, yet be com» | 
forted it is a med houſe, a houſe imbal-| F' 
med and perfumed by Chriſts lying inthe} | 
grave All the aQts that Chriſt did,they were | 
for ourſakes. Chriſt died to ſave urbydy © 
| ing. Chrilt lay buried in the grave,to-make} | 
the grave a bed of reſt, he roſe again from 
| | the dead to ſanRifie onr reſurreQion, and 
| his preſence there: he hath periumed 
bed ; thzs houſe the grave. | WM | 
, | Sccond Vſe for inſtruction. F. Here v ; 
| matter of meditation; when you are in-your |. 
| own houſes, bethink your ſelves thus, Now | 
| | am here walking mrmy houſe,from chan | 
| berto chamber, butere-long my chamber 
(hall-be.in che duſt. Now I am commingto: 
| my bedin a dark night, but ere long God| | 
wil put out the candle of - my life, and will: 
lay me in the grave,as in a bed ot darkneſle, 
1 Now lam in my own houſe, but ete long 
| my houſe wil-caft me-our to. my grave,:and 
thar is the houſe chat wil take me in. + 
2,.Lct itcheck in you all covetons andins| | 
ordinate defires after worldly things; Thou | 
thalt come fromlying in the dark houſe in| 
the womb, to lyein the dark houſe of the 
grave. Oh what a vaſt company of inordinit 
and luxurious defires are there in che hearts 
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"Sofmen. In the womb one foot, in the cradle 


; and finiſher of onr Grace. 


" Iihree foot wil content you,and in the grave 
1] Hi foot,but when thou liveſt inthe world a 
| Fiwhole world wil not content you,: there is| 

| Fiſch inordinace and luxurious defires in 
| J{mens heares, when they have all affluence 
' nd confluence of creature-comforts; Now 
"Fithey muſt have their variety of Houſes, a 

FiCountreychouſe, a Summer: houſe, a Win- | 
©} Fitze hoaſe, yet thou muſt exchange thy many 
| Fſhonſes for one houſe. *Tis worthy; your 
 F [notice that paſſage you read of in Scripture, 
| F [18am. 10.94. Samet when he had anointed 
| [Sal King,and the people had choſen him; 
|, {what fignal doth he- give him co confirme 

| ſhimanointed, ic was to gge to Rachels Se- 
-| [pulchre 3 now the reaſon is this, that he 
| \might not be glutted wich the preferments 
| |& honours he was entringupon. The Em- 
peroars of Conſtantinople; intheir Th; (fb 
tions, on their Coronation daies, had a 
[Maſon came and fhewed them ſeyerall Mar- 
|} |ble. tones, and asked them to chooſe which 
|| |of thoſe ſhould be made ready for their 
|Grave-ſtone. And fo we read of. Joſeph of 

Arimaibea, that he had his Tombe in. his 
garden to check the pleaſures of the place, 
Now jn thy houſe thou haſt ſaperfluity and 


ance. 1 can goe now to. yariety of 


houſes; bus one day thou ſhale leave all. thy: 
houſes,and go'to one houſe,and there leq 


4 | t But bow can this be Irie , when the Serip* 
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Elige ab blu 


ſaxis ex quo 
inviftiſſime | 
Ca[wr ipſe 
tibi tum « ' 
lum me | 
fabricare 
wel. 
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1 ves 


To this I anſwer , that at the Iaſtday| | 


Chrift the Anthor | 


ture ſaith, Joh.8. 51* Verily,verit, I ſayumo|| | 
you, if « man keep my ſaying, he ſball never ſix ; 


1: ath. 


and believeth in me fball never die: That is, 
though he die naturally, yer he ſhall live 
eternally. 

But you will ſay,Enoch war net buried, and 
Elijah ws carried p in a thariot. 2b 
Particylar examples doe not fruftrate ge 
neral rules; though they were not laid in 
their graves, yet they underwent ſomething 
aivalent to death. There was a particu- 


Elijab, becauſe they were to be types of 

Chriſts Reſqrre&ion,and pledges of ours. 
But ſome wil ſay,as in 1 Cor.15.51. Weſbal 

not all ſleep,bus we fball be changed; therefore 


then living ſball be ſuddenly carried wy to Hew 


thoy 
yet t 


men ſhall not come'to the 


To this 1 anſwer, that this Scripture in*}. 
rends not a natural and corporal deach,bus | 
a ſpiritual and eternal death, and it is faid;} 
John 11+ 25,26. I am the reſurreftion and| 
{ the life , he that believe? in me, though be ware | 
| dead, yet be ſball live, aud whoſoever liveth| 


lar reaſon why God tranſlates Enoch and] | 


| at the laſt day they ſpall not be buried, and th| 
| | grave not the bouſe of all men,but thoſe that an| |, 


| ſhall betaken up when the rerun] 
pet ſhall found, and ſhall goe through] | 


the fire, and they hall in-their 1 


tion undergoe ſomething that 
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4 | Ir all living; Death bath paſſed upm 


and finiſher of our Grace. 
rr to a death, andco aburiall. 

, we are tied to this decree of 

Porky ant 42 1 er Rom.5.14s 

land Rom.9.27. By choſe places we are to 

underſtand , all men doe deſerve to die 


gt God may exempt ſome, as thoſe 
ee ive to ſee theend of the world, from 


adeath as ours is. Death is the end of all 


men. and the grave is the houſe appointed 


all man 


becauſe a bave ſinned. Ma ſerve to die; 


and even thoſe that are changed at the laſt 
o _—_— ſomethingequivalent to death 
iKlelhe. 
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